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long millenniums of the most profound silnce and
seetcey,” it is entirely improbable that a mere student
like Mr. Sinnett would be permitted, especially by means
of “ intermediaties” Tike Leadbeater, todiscover and
give out ang morc. In any casc it was the great impor-
tance of the cyde ending abont 18g7-§ that . permitted
the Masters to reveal as much as They did through
H. P. B.; and the fact that she wes withdrawn six years
before that date shows; as Mrs. Cleather demonstzates,
that no more could be given until ayy35.1

Agein, on page 49, Mr. Simctt has the sapremc
effrontery to say that, in 1833, when he was secking
further teaching, . P. B. could not help him becsuse
“ wonderful as wer her powers, she possessed nome of

> Vlow tapilly Wester Seiotos i@ oW lsviig he Darwinian
thenry and approximating t thy toaching of tho Bsoteric Philssuphy
in shosein Wrafoson: Arth Teith'a recent ook Lie Antigaity of Man.
Whea H. P. Blavotsky publizhed hor Secret Doctsine. in 1838, Husley
lsd nat veatured tn asig a greater age to man thin 100000 yeazs,
whoreas Profescor Keith places bis origin in the Bocope Age, which
he extimaten to Save born come 4,500,000 yewrs ago. Curiowly
cnough, thess Sgures are very closs o thoae of tho great Tndian Ipic,
e Nslubbacata, Ju_which [our great Ages of huuan_evlution are
raconsd, amounting in all &3 4,320,000 youzs. In the Spcrsl Doctrins
1 710, 15t Ban.) the Gaoteric Geologieal Chranclogy envers 20,000,000
yorzs, and IL. F. 2. thers says - * The Tortlary Mizatera parl-<yelos
fom the * apex of glory " of that Racs in thoe carly Facene fo tho
gmat mid-Miocens catuclyam, would appear fo Bave lastod some
33 1o four million yans™ Profewsor Keith alio seggerts that man
and the anthropeid ape sprang fiom o common gnceslor, the Homo
primigonus, a5 Qissingaished from the Homasimiss pricwrsor ol
Owee und Darwin ; in fact; b all bot suggests that, man s the Hrst
autbropald.  The Seorat Doctrine nat only nsserts this, but goss moch
farthr in stating #hat man was the frst of all the animal creation,
and fat o untliropeid 2pea wewe 2 degraded ofHogt from the Faman
Stock in Tocene bimes, owing to misam.of the divine procative
Iunetion tter the Gwwn of mind and the separation iato Sexes o the
Thied or Lewufian Race at 2 gwuch eactir period. H. P. Bs prophecy
fhat the Tventicth Confury would witaem the confimalion and
justiicution o the Scerat Dacipins Is thesefore already within measurebic
distancs of fulflment. Ste * Human Ancestry,” by 3. N. 0., in The
Statessnan, Caloutta, . June, 1023
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Morcover, by reason of lack of training and a
naturally materialistic mentality, Mr. Sinnett misunder-
stood soms of the information he was psrmitid to publish,
and H. P. B. had to comect certain points in her
* Introductory ” to Vol 1 of The Secrss Divtrine, One
striking misconception was in regerd to Mars and
Mercuty, which e always persisted in calling two of the
plancts of our Earl’s Septenary Chain. This is
abviously impossible if we accept (he statement in the
. D. that “ Evetything in the Universe follows analogy,”
for only the physical or lowest aspect of any septenary
chain can be visible to our earibly vision, jusl a5 we cut
only see our physical bodies, and mot the asirl, or Lsc
stili mote ethereal vehicles. As IL B. B. stutes, in
dealing with Mr. Sinnett's eror in the S. D., p. 164
{zst Edn) : “ Neither Mars nor Mercury belong & our
chain. They ate, along with the other planets, septenary
Units in the great host of * chains ” of out systern, and all
ate a3 visible s their upper globes are invisible,” That
Mr. Sinnett was unable to see this abvious and fanda-
mental principle, that everything is septenary, and that
ouly the physical aspect of any septenary can be visible
on the physical plane, conclusively shows what 4 pro-
foundly stupid man he was, and how entirely unfitted
for the study of the Esoferic Philosophy. He repeats
the ermor in the present book (Chap. IX), also in his
previous one, Colleciad Fruits of Ocoult Teaching (1920),
in which Le presumes to put forward an astonishing
colloction of totally unsupported and - discounected
assertions as “expanded knowledge” superior to the
S. D, which he dismisses as an " earfier book” subject
to “corrcetion ™ and “ enlargement.” T, as H. P. B.
states in her * Tntroductory,” only * the oudline of a few
fundamental truths from the Secret Doctrine of the
Atchaic Ages s now permitted to see the light, after
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of the degeneration of the T. S. since H. P. B.'s death.
He rclates quite accurately that Leadbeater joined in
1883 and went to India in 1384 with H. P. B’s party
on'their return from England. He remained for a year
or two at Adyar as Secretary, and was then sent to
Céjlon by Colonel Oloott to luok after his Buddhist
schools. And now we come 1o a very significant sentetice
(p- 94): “ Mr. Leadbeater kept up = correspondence with
me, and many of his letters showed plainly that he was
very miserable in this uncongenial employment, olthough,
as T learned afterwards, the period was associated with
the great development of his psychic facaltirs ond with
comsciousness in the physieal brain of bis relations with
the Master K. H.”

it will thus be seen that even at that early date,
a3 soon as he got away by himself, Mr. Leadbeater began
to make capital ont of certain psychic faculties of o quite
ordinary character, and to persuade Mr. Sinnett tlat he
was abie to communicate direct with the Master from
whom he was so eagerto get further information for his
work in England.” The question immediately presents
itself here : Tf he were being specially trained by H.P. B.
for the futare work, as Mre. Besant has recently asserted
(Theosophist, March Tg20), why did he not stay witb her
and follow her back to England and work under her
there with her otler pupils? Instead of that, Lo goesto
Ceylon, and from thers writes constantly to Mr, Sinntt,
of all people, until he persuades himto engage him as
“pesident tutor” for his som, the real bait being the
chanee of securing o good' “ intermediary 7 as we shall
sce presently. M. Sinnett was evidendy Dot then aware
of that dominant feature in Mr. Leadbeaters charucter
which subsequently produced a series of storms in the
T. S..the latest being now in progress i Australia :
adopting certain boys and training them acconding
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the detailed nowledge we now call theosophical teaching.
[Presumably the “Neo-Theasphy” of the Adyar
Socicty.—B. CJ. She picked it up as the letters from
the Masters addressed to me passed through her hands,
and was able to cxpand it 2 good deal in the light of her
general aceult knowledge.”

Vet the marvelious sweep of knowledge displayed in
the §. D. was poured forth in a steady stream during the
mext five years, most of it while moving from place to
place on the Continent, with 1o access to libraies, and
constantly harassed and worried by the troubles caused
By the follies and misconceptions of her followers. The
Psychical Research atlack was a direct result of the
undue prominence given to phenomena, at the expense
of the philosopy and ethics, by foolish enthusiasts,
and Mr. Sinnett was one of the chief oflenders n Lhis
respect. The contents of the S. D. were cortainly not
“picked up” from anything Mr. Sinnctt got, and his
attempt here and elsewhere to put himself on the same
Ievel in this respect, and to claim that he got further and
greater knowledgo than she posscssca through his later
* intermediaries ” (ie., ordinaty psychics and medurms),
is not only grotesque but downright disbonest. I say so
advisedly, because' he misled the public for years by
letting it be inferred that he had found better *intez-
‘mediaries " than H, P. B., through whom he was getting
“ cxpanded ocoult knowledge ” independently, and even
without her cogtisance.

Inceerion oF THE GrEar Brrsavar.

One of these * intermediories” was evidently the
now notorions C. W. Leadbeater (sce Mrs. Cleathor's
cxposurc in A Great Befrayal). for Mr. Sinnett brings 2
new fact to light of the first importance in_the history
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Teacher” of the Neo-Theosophists wonld incarnate.
Thus he and the new Vice-President are direct products
of the Leadbeater training ! What hope, then, can there
e of reforming 2 Secicty thus carefully prepared and
officcred ? Only'the late Lord Fishos's cclebrated ad-
vice—Sack the lot1"” would be of any avail.

Jt will hence be seen thut Leadheater had begun toly
the foundations of his elaborate scheme several years
before M. P. B.'s death, and Mr. Singett here reveals for
the fist time that it was ke who gave him the opeming he
was foking for. Established in the house as tutor,
what more natwral than that he should becorte . psyehic
* intermediary * for Mr. Simmett's circle! One can see
from all that has happened since what use be made
of the oppartunity, and bow, with is low order of
Psyebism, his fertile invention, and the unhealthy imagi-
nation of bis type, he pluyed to the full on the credulity
of Mr. Sinnett and his stadents.

In fack, from this dete (1880) would seem to have
begun the fotal and treagherous pracess whieh ld, after
H. P. B.'s death, finst to the Besant-Judgs “ Split * in the
T. S, in 1895, and then to the steady altcration, perver-
sion, and degradation of her teachings by the leaders
Gf both factions, especially on the Besant side under the
guidunce, frst of Chakravarti, and then of Leadbeater.
A notable fact in this connection is revealed here by
Mr. Sinnott, which supplics the key to Mrs. Besant's
subsequent policy and close association with Leadbeater,
He relates that, after Brs. Besant's fist visit to India
in 1803, where with Chekravarti and Olooti the Cass
againsi W. Q. Judge wes formuloted, she joined His
circle, having  realised the importance ” of his * private
mothods of communicating with the Mastor K. H.” then
“in full progress.” Throngh Leadbeater, of course,
who was focling Sinnett to the top of is bent ; and Mrs.
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to his'own peculiar ideas, which are fully. dealt within
A Great Betrayal.

“The Master,” writes Mr. Sinmett, * had specially
directed Bim to take carc of a cerfain Dative boy in
‘whom he—the Master—for reasons of his ownm, was
interested. Leadbeater could uot Jeave Ceylon and
come to England without bringing that boy with him!”
Of course the Master was invoked simply to ensure not
perting withi the boy, whose mame was finaujadase.
So he.was brought to London, grow up under Lead-
beater's tutelage, and finally succeeded M. Sinnett as
VicoPresident of the Adyar T. S. Mr. Sinnett omits
to mention that in 1go6, when the first Leadbeater scan-
dal azose, Colonel Olcatt cxpelied C. Jinarajadasa from
the T. S. because of bis campaign in defence of Lead-
beater’s sex ‘teaching ' (sec Dawn, May 1, 1923, p. 14).
A worthy pupil of such @ master, together with whom he
was cvidently scinstated by Mrs. Besant when she suc-
ceeded Colonel Oloott in 1907

An eminent Sinhalcse who was well acquainted with
Leadbeater's true character, even at that time, in Ceylon,
told me be was in the house when the boy’s father came
with  revolver, intending to shoot Leadbeater unless he
gaveup bisson. My informant, being & devont Buddhist,

- feared violence, and persuaded him to desist, with the
result that he Jost bis son, who was remaved £o 4 ship by
his determined mentor. Ancther of the Leadbeater
boys, J. Krishnamurti, was kept from his father dospite
the roling of Mr. Justice Bakewell, of the Madras High
Court, in Tg13, that he und his brother should be restored
to him, and that Mr. Leadbeater was " certainly an
mmoral person and highly unfit to be in charge of the
boys.” Mrs. Besant contrived to cvade the order,
becanse Mr. Leadbeater had designeted  Krishnamurti
4s the chosen vebicle in which the coming “ World-
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desert or supplant her. As I once ‘before remarked,
ingratitude i Dot among our viccs. .. .. Buf this
you musst tell to all —TFith ocels matiers she has every-
thing #o do. We buve not abandoned her. She i wof
given over to chelas. She s our dircel agent.”

Tven the most ordinaty motions of rectitude and
loyalty, o5 between principal and agent, swould revolt
at such underbanded double-dealing, and i such an
exalted being as a Master it is simply unthinkable.
Mr. Sinnett’s book is fall of these inconsistoncics and
contradiotions which completely invalidste his case
for occasional frand and trickery. In fact, it s difficult
to account for them on anly other hypothesis than that
someone desiring to discredit H. P. 8. Las tampered with
is manuscript; for never during his Iifetime did he
suggest deception of any kind, and only i later yeass,
after her death, reganded her more us  roecfum than as a
(rained Occaltist, due no doubt to the warping of Lis
fndgment by (Le associations of that period.

To anyone in the least familiar with the various
phenomena of Spiritualism and Hypnotism, and the
wide difference between the medinm, or sensitive, and the
tgined Oconliist, it is clear enough that nothing btained:
by the methods employed in the Sinmett circle was
reliable, since they could in mo case penctrate beyond
the delusive lower fevels of the astral reabm.

“ When Mrs. Besant joined our group,” procecds
Mr. Simmett, * she betame intimately acquainted for the
first time with Mr. Leadbeater, whose wonderful clait-
voyent faculties were of immense importance. in onr
studies” As. this firs meeting tock place some threc
ears after L P. B.'s death, Mirs. Besant's recent state-
wment - that they were both specially trained by her
(Theosophist, March, 1gz2) cleatly has mo loundation,
as Mrs, Cleather tightly contends in 4 Great Betyayal.
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Besant, secking with like eagerness for the * communica-
tion " she could not chiain direct (a5 every read chela
must do before he can qualify as such), joined the group
‘which forthwith  became  the real vortcx of the theosa-
phic teaching of the period.” What this teaching was,
and how completely it departed from what H, P. B. was
empowered to give out, is evidont to anyonc who has
had the patiénce to dip into the mass of. material, mainly
consisting of irresponsible  psychic twaddle, poured forth
from this tainted and disloyal sonrce ever since.

Both hete and elsewhete Mr. Sinnett states that
these * private methods ” of communication were without
H. P. B.'s knowledge, and with the Master's connivance
and consent.  Ms. Cleather has related a striking instance
of his absolute lack of belicf in H. P. B.'s ability to read
anything she wanted in the Astrat Light (anic; p. 11},
preferring to belicve that Mrs. Cleather had deliberately
made mischief, which in ifself showed a complote mis-
understanding of her attitade to hér Teacher, and her
sense of honour (owards ber friends. And this in the
face-of all that he has “written about H. P. B.'s wonderful
occult powers. No lss does he misunderstand the
nature of a Mastér, wham he cen believe capable of con-
niving with bim in secret communications behind the
back of His own Agent, and in the Jace of the Mastor
K. H.s statement in a letter of rebuke to Colonicl Oleott
in 2888 for bis attitude to H. P B.: “Since 1885 T have
mot written, nor cavsed to be written save through her
agency, dircet or romote, a letter or line to anybody
in Europs or America, nor commuicated with, or thro’
any third party, Theosophisis should lLarn it. You
will wnderstand Jater the significance of this declaration,
so keep it in mind. Her fdelity to our work being
constant, and Her sufferings having come upon her theo'
it, veither 1 nor either of my Brother Associates will
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Otherwise, Why was he ‘sent to Ceylon soon after he
reached Adyar, Why was he so eager Lo return to England,
and Why did he carefally avoid the London Headquarters
as long as H. P. B. was alive and devote himself * cxelu-
sively™ (p. 711) to the Sinett group? Obviously e
believed n her 1o more. than Mr. Sinnett did, and, like
him, was scheming for is own hand, and only waiting
until she was out of the way tosceure a dominant posi-
tion. Tn Mrs. Besant he found as ensy o dupe as Mr.
Simmett, and we find her losing no time in giving hima
post at Headquurters. Thus she secured his very dan-
gerous -and doubtfel services for her own guidance, and
only two years later came the first of the great crises that
have marked his career in the Sotiety.

1t should here be made quite clearthat from the
very first, in seeking fo get nto dirmct communication
with the Masters independently of their accrodited Agen,
Mr. Sinnctt brake onic of the cardinal rulcs of Occultism.
Thercafter he found himsclf involved in a Betwork of
eception in his attempts to continue communication
by means of untrained psyehics, hypnotised sensitives,
and even ¢haratans of the Leadbeater type. Al her
Tife E. P. B. warned her pupils of the danger and delu-
sion invalved in such methods ; and [ realised this fully
from my own experience of Spiritualism before 1 read her
books.  The Master K. H. had to terminate communication
with M, Sinmett in 1885, and make the definite statement
to that effect already gquoted. No doubt Mr Sinnett
regarded it as  frand by H. P. B. duc to her * jealousy,”
although this particular leter was seceived direct’ by
Colonel Oleott on his voyage to England in 1838, when
H.P. B. was in London. M. Cleather bas- shown
(ette, p. 31) how easily Mr, Sinnett was decsived by
any meatiun good at personation; or by * masquerading
entities ™ so common in medinmistic phenomena.
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raust have forgotien what he has not distorted concerning
H. P. B. and her work. As the final message of a man
prominent for forty years in a Movement professing
high ideals, one.would have expected a fairly comprehen-
sive and accurate history of that portion, at any rate,
in which he was.more directly concerned, Colonel
Oloott’s Gl Diary Leaves is far from satisfactory as an
avowedly * True History,” especially as regards H.P. B.
and the account, attempted in the magazine Thiosophy,
of Log Angeles, is vitiated by the untenzble assumption
that Mr. Judge was on an occult cquality with H. P. B.
Only o who thoroughly understood H. P. B. and her
Mission, her tenching both exoteric and esoteric, and
possessed all the salient facts, could undertake such a
task with eny hope of success; and it is unlikely that
Stich a person {s now alive, [ feel, like my friend, that it
is difficult to characterise Mr. Sinnett’s book with anything
like judicial cabuness; yet the unpleasant, nay
revolting, task must be faced for the sake of the revered
Teacher hert so vilcly traduced, rhisrepresented, and
uncomprehended by ome to whom she gave perbaps
greater opportunities for doing real good thanany other
in the whole history of the moverent,

Tf it should be thought by some that Mrs. Cleather
has been unduly severe on Mr. Sinnett, they must surely
feel after reading his book and this review that she is
now more than justified out of his own mouth. The best
way, I think, will be to group the principel passages that
call for comment or'explanation under definite headings,
in order to bring out clearly certain important points.

Mz, S{NNBTT'S PERSONAL ANBITION AND DUBIOUS
METHODS.
s, Cleather, whom I have known since 1892,
when T disoarded psychic investigation for H. P. BJs
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methods of communication assaeed * sew and improved
conditions,” the Master had told him they wers a
“travesty " of his meaning. Mrs. Cleather bas shown,
and I will quote bim later to prove, that s carly as 1885
he was endeavouring to communicate throngh other
“intermediaries,”  because the Master had closed the
cartespondence ; and that in 183, two years bofore
. P. Bs death, he was using C. W. Leadbeater for that
very. purpose. So much for his * trthiul narrative "
at the very-beginning.

Here s see his extraoedinary conceit and bad tasto,
as wall as bis totel inability to see beyond the mere
personality and comprehend the status and Mission of
the choscn and trained Agent of the Masters. Becanse
to his extremely limited, conventional, and materialistic
vision, H, P. B. scemed to show * curious inaptitude,”
he at once begins (o iry and go behind her (s own guest,
at the timel). Evidemtly he thought be was much
better (ited himsclf, and practically says so more than
ance. Yet H. . B. forthwith put hism in direct communi-
cation with the Master K. H, a pricekess privilege that
any of the Indian aspirants of that time would have made
eny sacrifice (o serute. Buf, as he hus to admit, the
communications kad to pass through H. P. B, for she
was the ouly prepared instrument on the physical plane
swho was able and willing to do it. (e extracts from the
Masters® Letters quoted by Mss. Cleather ante, p. 27).
That she was willing only shows the nobility and sclfiess-
mess of her cheracter, for she must have foreseen the
inevitablc conscquences—in all the yoars of suffering and
abloguy that followed Mr. Sinnett’s misuse of bis apperlu-
nity. As editor of the Pioner, bis joumnalistic lustincts
scented 4 big “scoop,” while Lis abnormal egotism
and personal ambition grasped eagerly at the chance of
becoming the Avatar of a great religio-scientiic revelation
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teaching, has always recognised his personal motives,
and in this book ¥ find them revcaled ali through, but
especially in his attempts to got into communication with
Mastcr K. H. independently of H. P. B. The lengths
to which he went in pursuit of this desire are almost
incredible, especially in z man who continually professes
Big anxiety 1o do the correct thing according to the
European social code, and does not hesitate to express
nis disapproval of H. P. B’s violations of it. Ths,
when H. P. B. first visited the Sinmctts at Simla in
December, 1879, and gratified his nsatiable, thirst for
phenomena, he says (p. 27):

“The muifestations of oecult power then freely
given had a profound cffect on my own mind. 1 et that
thiose who exhibited such marvellous power over natural
lorces unfumiliar 1 physical sclence must possess
Enowledge to correspond.” Observe be does not credit
H. P. B. with the power to perform them jersclf by
her own wained will, but from the fisi canmot resist
adopting the Spiritualistic theory that she was a
medinm, albeit avery unusual one, despite her own
statements and proofs to. the contrary. “1 wished,”
he continues, ' to get fnto communication with one
of the *Brothers’ she talked about. T felt sure they
wonld be more reasonable to deel with than herself.
Canversation showed that she thaught this might not be
impossible, and I wrotc a lcticr addressed to * A Brother *
and gave it to Madame Blavatsky for tramsmission.
In dve course T received a reply, and this was the first
of a long serics of lotters from the Masters K. H, and
M, which led to the preparation of * The Ocealt World *
and afterwards to * Esoteric Buddhism.’” He follows
this precious avowal with the statement that Madame
Blavatsky altered and added to the letters in trans-
mission, and that “ Tong after she passed away * and his
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Mr. Sinnett omits to mention that H. P. B. and
Colonel Oleott visited Simla- primerily to lay their papers
before the Government in onder to be relicved of Cspion-
sge. T & letter dated Simla, October, 1880, to &
ative gentleman, she says they had comc “at a great
cxpenditure of time and money to plead our cause with
the English,” and quotcs onc of the officals as saying:
“You have dome fhat In cighteen mon(hs which we
English have not been sble to achicve in years. You
are creating a better understanding between the two
races and gradually filling up the gap between them.”
‘This was part of the real work planned for Tndia, which
was defeated by the craze for phenomena and the resalt-
ant charges of fraud and trickery ; but with this aspect
of the matter T will deal in detail further on.

The next stcp taken by Bir. Sinnett to realise his
ambition is related ol p. 38 The Pioneer having dis-
pensed with his services, * botk my wife and I had
grown tired of the Indian le and wisked to be back
in England.” Such a focling might seem strange in one
Who was enjoying 2 anigue opportunity of being so near
the Masters as he then was, for ot that time They were
only just the other side of the Himalayas in the Kare-
koram range (see The Gcowlt World, p. 82), and Their
Represcntative was?on the spot and ready to Lelp bim in
every way. I conld pame o dozen Orientuls and some
Haropesns who would have given anything for such 2
privilege. But Messrs. Sinnett and Hume were typical
European intellectualy  without the least glimmering
of the sacred relation between G and Cliela (Master
and Pupll) in Bastern Ocoultism, Mr, Siomett is self-
zevealed as desiring above all to go to England with the
information he had so far obtained, establish a society
there on his own lines, and pose a5 the bearer of the
now message in placc of the “impossible” H. P. B.





index-66_1.png
W

to the Western world. This becomes quite plain later
in the boak, when he goes to England

Tt was a Jittle o0 much, hawever, even for H. P. B.,
when, as be relates (p. 36), b hearing of the Maba
Choban' (the great Initiate at the head of the Trams-
Himflayan Brotherhood, whom be ireverently styles
“the OId Chohan "), hc and Mr. Hume “ determined to
try the cxperiment of addressing 2 letter to him declaring
that 3f we were to do any good in connexion with the
spread of theosophy we must be somehow enabled to work
quite independently of Madame. Blavatsky. Looking
back from my present point of view, T know this was an
absurd course to take, but it bronght matters to a
Ridiculous as the situation was, the only way of
sending the letter was, to give it to the person of whom
it compluined—Medame Blavatsky;” and he actually
banded it to H, P. B. who *put it in her pocket
without looking at it That it wis in the waist possible
taste, to use no haysher term, never seems to have
oocurred to him. Naturally, when H. P. B. came to
transmit the letter she becamc aware of the enormity
of tue efirant, both fo the Brotherhood and to herself
as Thor representative. She bad a stormy interview
with Messrs. Sinnett and Hume whith led to the Iatters
cventual  estrangement, after behaviour whith called
forth a stong protest [rom twelve Hindu Chelas of
the Brotherhood, two of whom were actually resident
witls Them in Tibet (See H. P. Blasaishy : Hev Life ond
Work, p. 33, in which it is foflowed by the mogoificent
Ietter of sebuke frem the Maha Chohan Himself). Suck
is the man who presumes to call B P. B. “ impossible
towork with,” and to eriticise ber manners —she who
came of a noble Russian family, 2nd could whenshe
saw fit beliave like an Empress, as Mrs. Cloather has often
told me,
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betind i, instead of beginming on Lower levels and trusted
to flter upwards as it could. Unhappily this programme
vas defeated by Madame Blavatsky’s return to Englana.”
He even makes tho preposterous end abominably usser-
tion (p. 63) that * she came to Europe to bathe In a flood
of adulation,” but ‘Mr. Judge, who came over from
America at this time to meet her in Paris, wiote from
there to a friend that she had been suddenly ondered
Py her Master to go to London to try and adjust certain
‘scrious difficaltics which had @iisen in the London
Lodge. The letter was printed with othors of thal
period in The Word, of New York, March 1gte. Mr.
Sinnett adds that Colonel Qleott's tactless behaviour
in a lectore he gave before the S. P. R. made * the leaders
of that Sotiety anxions to shake themselves free from
theosophical associates liable to bring socil diseredit
on their undertaking.” Tn fact, if Mr. Sinnett is correct
in this cose, the changed attitude of the §. P. R., which
led to the infamous Repart of T8, alter a favourable
and sympathetic preliminury one (see &, P. Blavatshy :
Her Life and Work, Chap. VI), was dictated entircly by
{nis ignoble motive, and reveals them in en even more
Gespicablo light than hitherto seemed posible.

Yet, despite Mr. Sinnctt’s “social * seruples at that
e, we find hitm, in the face of the Leadbeater scandals
of 1906, resuming the office of Viee-President of the
Adyar T. S, and holding it untit his death {p. T37)-
Tlere and clsowhre he assrts that it was he who * had
the privilege of launching the ~theosophical movement
in Burope,” and but for the coming of H. I’ B. (when
finally driven from Adyar by the fears of Colonel Oleott
and the Conneil in 1885, as she relates in her letter “ To
My Brothors of Aryavarta” in 18go, quoted in the
Life and Worh, Chap. V) he would certainly have deve-
loped the English branch of the movement entirely on

4
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Henee we find him, in 1883, established in the West-End
of London, lecturing to the “upper levels of Society,”
and receiving the following encominm from Mr. Myers
of the Socicty for Psychical Rescarch, which exactly
expiesses what he was aiming at: “We gratefully
Tecognise the very acceptable choice which the Adepts
Rave made in selecting Mr. Sinnett as the -intermediary
between us and them, They conld handly bave chosen
anyone more congenial to our Western minds.” (p. 50)

One might ask on what authority he was thus
accepied as “ intermediary ” for the West? H. P. B
certainly never gave it, and the evidence from the Adepts
Themsclves is quite to the contrary. (See letter quoted
ante, p. 27) In view of this alluring prospect lic i
maturally filled with * dismay " on hearing carly in 1834
tbat H. P. B. is on her way to England with Colonel
Olott, and an Tndien Clele of the Master K, H., Mohini
Chatterji (translator of Sankaracharya's * Crest Jewel of
Wisdom,” who collaborated during his stay in England
wilh Mrs. Loura Tlolloway, an American Chela of the
same Master, in Man, Fragments of Forgotien History).
Bir. Sinnett telates how H. P. B. amived, unexpectedly,
onc evening in the middle of s lodge meeting, wd ofiered
explanations of obscnre passuges in Isis Unveiled ; bat
the- company was mot intersted in the philosophy,
and asked for information about “ astral apparitions of
the Mahatmas.” This is 2 typical example of the mis-
conception of H. P. B.’s real mission, and the persistent
demands for phemamena that led fo the subsequent
troubles.

Mr. Sinmett's snohbery and fear of social discredit
throngh H. 2. B, und Colonel Oleolt comes out again and
again, For instance, on p. 47 he says his plan was that
the new teaching should take mot in * the upper levels
of Society and filter downwards with secial authority





index-70_1.png
. 50

his own lines of intellectnal psychic investigation. For,
as the Master K. H. wiote to. him and Mr. Home, in
response to their request for independent instruction iy
Occult Science ; the Simla Eclectic must be a bronch
of the parent body, and promote its * leading idea of a
Universal Brothethood, #nd in ofher practicable ways
~ .. Yet you bave cver discussed, but to put down,
the idea of a Universal Brotherhood, questioned its
vsefulness, and advised to remodel the: Theosophica)
Socicty o tho principle of a callege for the special study
of occultism.” (Life and Work of H. P. B., Chap. TIL)
Both in this and the esoterie foundation of the movement
cmbodied in the Benares Consfitution of 1879 (whih, like
Oleott, he ignores) he ran directly counter to the Masters’
pluns from the very beginming, evidenlly justifying
this course by regarding them as intorpolations by
HPB

TrARED OCCULTIST OR IRRESPONSIBLE MEprom?
One of the most astenishing features of this book

is, that, althongh the author has always admitted
that H. P. B. undervent several years of the strictest
occult. training in Tibet under the Masters, nevertheless
again and again in actual practice he acts 2 i she were
just'an ordinary untrained person, full of glaring faults,
continually making scrious mistakes, and often little
botter than an iesponsible medium capable of the
cradest and most contemptible lying, deception, and
trickery. On the very first page he brackets her with
Calonel Olcott in stafing that i 185 the intentions of
the Masters were " imperioetly comprchended " and
* dimly realised 5 although, as she states in more
than onc place, Colonel Oloott, Mr. Judge, and one other
Huropean were taught by her in .America before Isis
Unceileil was  vritten. Mr. Smunetts confused ideas
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aboat H. P. B. are strikingly revealed in the following
stabements, on page 181

() Mademe Blavatsky * knew of her own know-
Tedge * that the Masters were beings of flesh
and blood, for she had been in Tibet with
two of them.

() “She hemself had facultics of & super.
arder thot kept her in touch wi
wherever she might be."”

(3) " She knew she had a mission o folfl . . . ”

(4) “ She wust have been conscious of posscssing
wonderful powers.”.

Yet, aiter recognising all this, he ends the para-
graph with the absurd and whally gratui-
tous assertion that in Isis Unveiled she
showed that

{5) **she was quite ignorant even of what we came
Iater to regard as the A. B. C. of Theosopli-
cal teaching”

Her own explonation that she was not permitted te
give out then to the public much that she was teaching
privately funder the msual pledge of sacrecy) he of
cons: fgnores ; fust as, Jater, he treats her magnuns 0ps,
The Secyet Doddrine, a8 if it wee of rather less importance
than one of his own productions. That she: actially
possesscd, or had direct acecss to, all the extraordinary
wealth of learning and occult kmowlodge which are
cxhibited in her Inter books (uide cyidence of the leurned
Mason Dr. Buck, and i Scientist Lr. Carter Blake,
cited In the Life and Works p. 79 @ seg), and.in her
Instructions and oral teackings for her students of the
Hsoteric Sohool, appears to be unthinkable for Bim:
In bis view she s merely “a link” and had to be
put up with because the Masters oonld mot fnd &
better”
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This s the devoted being whom Mr. Sincett can
coneelve capable of frand, deception, and even jealousy ;
and can shggest that sho could be capable of such * carc-
Tessness ” 2 to permit her body to be oocupied by ™ an
evil entity * apart from the fact that her Master's protec-
tion, due to that wnswerving fhith, woeld make it
impossible. As fo her “violent temper” and ofher
characteristics to which be takes cxcoption if he had
studicd and understood her better and mare impersonally,
as many others were able to do, he would soon have
discovered that everything she did had a definite purpose.
Ho mentions her * rough language ” o, and * tyranny *
aver, Colonsl Oloott, omitting to add that be was her
occalt pupil and, as such, his very strong and troublesome
personality had to be'severoly disciplined if he was to be
of any use for real work, He himself confesses that some
of the Adepts who {ook him in hand gave him up in
disgust! The fact that she treated others, such as
Dr. Keightley or Mrs. Cleather with unjform kindness,
and while not neglecting her duty as to discipline, never
got really angry with them, proves that she gave to each
what was best svited to their individual needs. The
testimony of Dr. Keightley. and Mr. Chatles Johnston
(Soe Life and Work, p. 73) form & striking contrast to
Mr. Siunett's esscntially petty and personal point of view.
Dr. ‘Keightley says: 1 am positive from long observa-
ton of hér actions that thors was a purpose in all her
acts and words, and that it depended on the observers
how much they might profit by the lesson.”

Mr. Simnett obviously failed to sec this, and so
profited not at all, bosanse from the very first he persisted
in regarding H. P. B. as an ordinary person possessed
of exceptional powers father than as a trained Oconttist
who hud achicved by yeass of temific effort completa
mastery of her instrument, and used it always with
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Absolute physical and mental purity® unselfishness of
purpose, truthfuloess and wnswerving faith in the iaw
of Karma, and a courage undaunted in every emergency,
even by peril o Jife.” (Sec *Ohelas and Lay Chelas”
by H.P. B). And in an article on “ The Theosophical
Mahatmas,” she says: “ Ever since 185% that I saw my
Master bodily and personally for the first Lime, £ Fae
never once denied o even doubled Iim, not cven m
fhought, Never o reproach or a murmur against Him
has cscaped my lips, or entered even my brain for one
instant under the heaviest trials, . . Unswerving devo-
tion to Him who embodies the tnty traced for me, and
belief in the Wisdom—collectively, of that grand mys-
terious, yet actual Brothethood of kaly men is my
only merit, and the cause of my sucoess in Oconlt
philasophy.”

*The late Russien Minister, Count Witte, Lavig in s Memolrs
rovived the old slandor that I, I B, led & Wil life in her youth, fho
Searned Dr. Mario Roso de Lana y Bover, Beitor of tho Spanish roviow
Hesperts, in o 2ble refuration, cites the kitle knaswn medical cereifiate
givan to H. P. T5. a¢ Waorsbutg by tho colabrated doctor, Oppenhein,
The Trenéh translation, cettifid by Mr. Gebhard, i« as ollowa : ™ Lo
soussigné, sslon It demande gui i o été i, dit que Mme. BLvotsky,
o Bombay.New York, Searélalre Correspondanie de I Secigté Thoo-
sophique, est présentement scignes par la covsaigns. Ellc soutire
Qdniglesto Uter, tx8s probubloment depels le jour de sa palssance
car, aiasi que I Promvé on exemen minptiou, cllo Wa jamais porté
@entent ni soaflert @ amoun maladio e femme—Dr. Léon Opprn-
boim, Wuersburg, 3 November, 1835, Attestafion de Ja Sgrature
o Dr. Léon Oppenheim : Lo Médecin toyal do district, Docteur-
midecin Roeder.” (Hosporls, Madrd, Nowember, 1921, p. 13)
With zegerd to the old smputetion that H. . B. made money out
of hier eradulous followers, Jt may be mentioned 29 aze point o Mr,
‘Sinett’s eredit that he desorilea her, from the frst 05 being " Iard o€
wack earning ker living by witing for Russiza perfolicals™ (p. 14).
Moseaver, Mrs. Cleather testies {aws, p. 9) that doring hor Lt years
In London . P. B. wes working from 6 AN. 0 6 2 ue bes Dooks,
sl the proceedsof Which west to the Saciety's funds. Thsrefore, far
£rom taking moncy, sbe gazwallshe camed and avery miwito of her
time ta the Socisty, literally dying in Lammew,
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under the Easten mules, for the Path of Adeptship.
Henee the three Scctions': for Initiates (includiog the
Masters Themselves), Accepted, and Probationary Chelas,
tespectively. But the warldly, intellectual element
represented by Oleott, Sinnctt, and others, thrust all
that into the hackground, andinsisted on an esoteric
bady, even removing the words * Universal Brotherhood *
from the title, and substituting the formation of a mere
* mucleus,” s the “ First Object,”

My, Sinnett’s narrow view (p. 14) was, that Universal
Brotherhood was * adpted in fndia to atiract natives
of that country apt to b sore abont the prestige of the
Europenn residents ! How different is H. P. B's
conception : «Our Society s the tree of -Rrotherhood
sprung from 2 sced planted in the world by the angel of
Charity and of Justice, on the day when the fist Cain
Xilled the first Abel During the lomg centuries of
the slavery of woman and the wisery of the poar, this
scod - was watered by all the bitter tears shed by the
weak and the oppressed, Blossed hands have replunted
this seed in one comer of the carthand another, and in
aifferent climes, and at cpochs far apart . . . * Love
oue another, and love every living creature,’ preached
the Lord Buddha to his Athats, ‘Love one another,”
was repeaied like a faithful echo in the streets of Jera-
salem.” And we who live in the Eist see the great
procept actually lived and practised day by day among
the Buddhist, peoples, who have never waged a war
in the nem of their religion, as we are continually doing.

As to the Esoteric *School, which also” bases its
trdining on this great fundamentad principle, M. Sinmnett
loses no opportunity of sneering 2t if, and fries fo make
out that it was simply 2 device of:H. P. B.'s to undermine
Culonel Oleott's “ autocracy ” and put herself at the
head of a separate body in England (p. 9o). That very
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comscions responsibility and sure knowledge i the
Julflment of her mission. - IS it conceivable that the
Masters could possibly entrust such a tremendons task
to- one Tess qualified ?

One other point showld be touched upum. ‘Mr.
Sinmett; like Coloniel Oloott, always opposed the asoteric
usis of fhe Socicty, fst embodied in the Benarcs
Constitution of 1879, which both of them stuciously
ignore,  (See Life and Work, Chaps. V and VIIL) Mrs.
Cleather has there shown that whea FL. P, B. was driven
from India in 1885 the Society quickly degencrated, and
“proved o dead failwre an all ihoss poists which renk
Sovemost among fhe objects of it oviginal establishmont
li.., the Bemarcs Constitution]. Thus as 2 * Universal
Trotberhood.’ . . . it had descended to the level of all
those socitties whose prefensions are great, but whose
names e simply masks—nay, cven SHAMS. . . ”
(p. 48). There was Do hope of lis * redemption,” as
H. P. B. saw, save in the formation of “ a group in which
2l the members, cven if unacquainted vith one another,
work for each ofher, and by working for all work far
themselves—thal the greal Exoleric Sodiety may be
vedeemed a0d made to realise that in nion and harmeny
alons lic its strength and power.’. . . . (p. 66). Thus
she revived the original ideal of the Mastors, and formedt
tte Esoterlc Section at Londun, in 1885,

rs. Qleather's own personal experience when she
joined (ante, . 16) proves what a very real thing it was
wnder H. P. B. That it has become degraded and
sisused for buse and worldly ends since her death is no
falt of the principle in itself, hut of the umworthy and
unfitted who cbtuined control of it. It is quite evident
from the provisiens of the Demures Constitution that the
Masters wished to make the Society fundamentally an
Esoictic School for the fraiming of earnest uspiranis,
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THIS VOLUME.

H. P. Blavaisky : Her Lije and Wark jor Humawty. A
Vindication, and an Exposition of ber Mission and
Teachings. The main tencts of The Secret Doctrine
are dearly summarized, the legal unsoundness of
the charges formulated by the Saciety for Psychical
Research in 1885 is conclusively demonstrated, and
many nes and important facts are given concerning
the Theasophical Movement.

“ Tt is 2 wonderful record, and 1, who have had the
priceless privilege of knowing most of thase who were
in touch with H. P. B., and are still alive, can find few
words to express my gratitude for thebook. Itiswritten
with the bleod of Lhe beart ; it is aflame with 1he bhigh
inspiration that was aronsed by the Teacher in the
oupil’s heart, . and which has never grown less in
the years and the disappointments that have followed the
Teather's passing . . . 1 shall love and prize this
volume beeanse it has made me new-hearted in my
dedence of H. P. B."~Mr. JohnM. Preatice, in Dawn.

*“This book, like Mrs. Cleather’s talks, illuminates,
and is uminated by H. P. B, who becomes more than
evera* vision splendid,” and the chapter which summa-
rizes the leading conceptions of The Secral Docirins can
only e regaxded by stodents as onc of the fincst things
in our Theosophical literature.”—From an Editorial
aceount of Mrs. Cleather’s visit {o Ausiralia, in Daws,
Marck, 1923.
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real and valgable Qccalt instruction was given ta the
students is unquestionablc ; but Mr, Sinuett will no morc
admit it then he will recognise the value of The Secred
Doctrine, or indeed that H. P. B. kniew more than the mere
A B.C. of Theosophical kiawledge.” It is as if some
new officer of the Great War, writing thereon, presumed
to statc that Masshal Foch only knew the A, B. C. of
* our modern expanded military science.”

And yet, while regarding H. P. B. thus, Mr. Sinnctt
could turn to an “ intermediary * who is all, and much
worse, than anything that ke now alleges of her, and
simply swallow without question everything he says,
mo matter how fentastic. The tmail can easily be
traved all tirongh his bater books, and we find Leadbeater
constantly referred to in such extravagant terms
s “brilliantly endowed with super-physical senses,”
cte. Br. Sinnett’s much vaunted * clairvoyant research
deponds on “ improved chunmels” of this deseription ;
but unfortunately for those who depend: on this clair-
voyant's alleged visions, some of them have been traced
to obscare books wlich doubiless he believed were
forgotten* That many thousands have followed Mrs.
Resant and Mr. Sinnett in accepting such o channel as
infallible for snything—from the life on Merensy to the
constitution and shape of tle Atom—is only one mare
example of the illimitable depths of human folly and
ercdality.

* Vide M. Loftus Hate in the Ocetds Reviow, {or Jaovary 1023,
208 subsequant corecapondency i which ke declares hisel] * unble
ta enduze Mr. Leadecator's iveations € g0 uachalieaged ang fonger ™
tapsl Ro). Mr. Lofrus Hars, i should be added, hus held important
aficial postions in the Besaat-Lesdbeatcr T. 5. inclndiag Director
of Stulies in Comparative Religim and Fhilosophy from 1916 to
10
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XACTLY a year ago—in Bay xg22—1 wrote the
substance of wy part of this book as a contribu-
tion to M. lawra Langiord’s Iilena Perosna
Blavatsky - Personal, Recollsctions by Old Friends. Wo
had hoped that iscr book would have been in the hands
of the public about the same time as two baoks o my
wwn, designcd o Justify IL P. B. and her Works, which
were  published November. Owing, however, o
unforeseen and unavoidable delays, brs. Longford’s book
i5 not yet in the hands of the publishecs.

But thesc apparenily unavoidable delays would now
scom to have been providential in their mature for
at the end of last year a posthumons work by Mr. A. P.
Sinnettlowho died in Tg2r—was given to the warld by
the Theosophicel Publishing House, Ltd., London, which
is, of course, under the wgis of Mrs. Besant. The nature
of the book itself makes the fact of its publication by this
Housc a surprising and somewhat anomalous ane, since
it obviously aims at destroying entirely the bona fides of
H. P. Blavatsky, and of holding Ler up to the scom and
reprobation of posterity as nothing more (han un ordinary
medium, and a fraudulent onc at that. Brom Brs.
Besant’s point of view, however (for we may, | think,
Gismiss the preliminary * Note ”us 4 clumsy picce of
camonflage), its appearance at this junctors in he bistory
of her  Theosophical Church,” as Lord Ronaldshay ks

= Tae Barty Days of Theosoply tn Tunoge.
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H. P. Blavatsky : A Great Beivayal. A Protest against
the palicy of the Theasophical Socety, as developed
since H. P. Blavatsky's deatu in 1893, giving
important inside information based on Mirs. Cleather’s
personal knowledge end experience as a pupil of
H. P. B. since 188y, and original documents in Rer
possession.  An expasure of the methods and doc-
trines of so-called * Neo-Theosaphy.”

“ 3t is to he hoped that évery member of the T. S.
throughout the world will read Mrs, Cleather’s two books.
The Great Beirayal is for the day only ; itis a reformer’s
mannal as much as anything, and on fighting lines.
H. P. B—Her Life and Work for Humanity, will take
its place asuclassic . . . Mrs. Cleather has promised to
write some introductory books on Theosophical subjects,
and it is safc to say that these will be of great value in
the tuture,” ~Dawn.

** A notable publication ... , It purports to show
that the present leaders of the * Theosophical Society *
have departed mote and more from H. P. Blavatsky's
teachings, and that they are ‘ now their direct antithesis,
particularly an the fundamental question of sek morsl:
ity .. . Tt will aséaredly ocreatc a sensation in
theosophical circles . . . A note of sincerity—almost
passionate sincerity—seems £0 ring through it from cover
tocover. Assuredly no Theosophist can afford to neglect
its perusal, which bas keenly intercsted us, though a
layman where Theosophism i concerned.”—Berigalors
Post.

cazcurra and stua: THACKER, SPINK & CO.
Lowoon: W. THACKER & Ca., 7, Crus Lavs, B.C.4, 1925.
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et true ; ” and although this quaint definition did not
exactly apply to the quality of my own faith, T yet folt
somchow—and bad done so from the first moment T heard
of her—that this cxtraordinary woman could deach me
what 1 wanted to know; coud, if she would, prove to
me that (io quote Huxley) * there are Tntelligences in
the Universs as far abave Man's as Man's is above the
black beetle’s.” T hed believed in the existence of such
Beings, here, o earth, for as long asT could remember,
#nd had always determined to find Them, cven if il took
me many lives. For [ already believed in* transmigra-
tion,” as it was then called, and in the reign of
immmitable Las.

Without going further into the nature of my mental
equipment, T may say that 1 had 2 fair knowledge of
philosophy and metaphysics, and was' therefore more
or less mentally prepared to meet H. P. B. Morally
T was not ; that is to say, my motives were all askew.
I did #i at that time desire only to serve my follow-
men; T did nat zealise the dangers of acquiring knowledge
without that basic Zeitmotif ; 1 did not in the Jeast realise
the awful mental and moral condition of the world ; the
nced for morality, cthies—call it what you will—but the
nmeed for the pusification of heart and mind. T but
vaguely comprehended all this. 1, too, was a child of
my day and generation ; selfish, and at any rate superf-
cially materialistic ; though so little did I reulise my osm
condition that I should have indignantty repudiated sach
imputations. All the same, it was true; and at this
distance of time I see it more clearly. H.P. B. alone
gave me the key to my own nature, proved to me the
scientific * necessity " for the practice. of (he highest
morality. A neccssity " based on the conception of the
essential One-ness of all living things.— He who would.
Profit by the Wisdom of the Universal Mind,” she once
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Hatrow, a North-western subutb, so journcys were no
longer o difficulty. When we were ushercd into the
well-known double drawing-toom on the ground floor sy
attention immediately became riveted on the figure of 4
stout, middle-aged womun seated with her back to the
wall before  card table, apparently engaged in playing
Patience. She had thc most arresting head and face T
tad ever seen, and when she lifted her cyes to mine, on
Mr. Keightley presenting me, T cxperienced a distinet
shock as her extraordinarily pnetrating blue eyesliterally
“bored & hole” through my brain. She looked stead-
Tastly at me for  few seconds (most uncomiertable oncs
for me) then, turning Lo Mr. Keightley, renarked indig-
nantly : " You never told me she was like this! -
absclutcly ignoring his assertion that he had repeatedly
done so. Exactly what “like this " indicated 1 never
subsequently discovered.

Sueh was my introduction to the greatest incarnated
Som! of onr times; but at that carly date 1 realised
nothing more than that she took one’s breath away;
and that “life was never the same again.” From that
moment 1 became her devoted disciple—thongh hers
again 1 did not meatally so phrase my attitude—but 1
felt that if she would consent to teach me; my gratitude
would know no bounds. Quite what I proposed o learn
was not clear to me them, cither. Cortainly, it had
nothing to do with phenomenz—spiritualistic or other-
wise—which bad always sremed ta me to prove nothing
at all, cxeept the survival of consciousncss after the
death of the body, and the existence of laws in Nature
of whick man had hitherto been ignorant. But [ lready
fizmly believed in all thaf. I think that I most wanted to
learn the trath about 4 Soul, ad the Powers of the Soud.

“ Faith,” as defined by the small boy in a Sunday
School cluss, is the * power of believin * what yer know
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wiote, ** has to reach it throngh she whole of Humanity ™
(Practical Occultism, p. 45).

My personal recollections of H. P. B. are so inextzi-
cably bound up with what se taught, and with what her
teachings did for mo, that to recall the onc is Inevitably
to draw the other into one’s conscious mind. ILP. B,
and what she stood for, in short, are— to me—inseparable.

Many pens for more able and graphic than mine
ave describod this * Hon-hearted  women, so I will not
attempt o task beyond my powers. From the day T
first met her she always showed me the very greatest
Kindniess, T soon felt she knew *all about ”me ; tead
me Bke a book, T mever remember having the very
smallest doubt as to her ability to do this ; or indeed
anything else she chose. This because 1 believed most
profoundly in the * psychical powers latent in man,”
but ot “latent * in her ; for her mere presence conveyed
an overwhelming impression of power and knowledge,
despite the apparently irascible temper, and the general
purde which her personality presented to the ordinary
mind. There was absolutely no mesit in my attitede ;
simply, T Lad alwags * known,” and could more casily
have been made to doubt my own identity than that
she was an “ Initiate *; thongh T did not then make
wse of that actual word in my own mind. All T realised
was that * she,” or something behind * her," was catircly
different from all those who surronnded her ; fhat she
elonged in fact to & otally diffevent morld, a world of
which ordinary swortals have no conception. A mmch
‘more regl world than that cognisable by our senses which,
as cvery schoolboy knows, decelve us * most ™ if not
“all of Lhe time ", To this {intex) world H. £, B, teally
Belonged.  She once told us—" I work all the twenty-
four hows; in this body all day, in anolker [more
ethereal} one, all might. But 7 remember ol T do fin
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CHAPTER II.

The Blavatsky Lodge.
THIS Lodge was formed after H. P. B. had moved to
17, Lansdowne Road, London, W., and at first,
like the T. S. constituted at Benares in 1879, was on
an esoferic basis, with degrees, and diplomas for those
degrees. When T became a momber its weekly
meetings were my Red Letter days. They were
beld in the cvening, and admission for mom-
members was by card of invitation. Mamy such
came to see, hear, and B heard. Onm one occasion
some crank had obtained admission in order
to air his own views. He waited for his opportunity,
and, once having secured 2 hearing, started in
on whal promised to be a portentously dull
exposition of some queer would-be philosophical theory
of Tis own—so far as I recollect. H. P. B.stood it for a
few minutes, and then, to the consternation of the
chajman~a very conventional person—raised her voice
in a stinging and sarcastic rebuke to the cffect that people
were invited to the meetings of the Blavatsky Lodge
to Tisten to her vicws—i.c., to Theosophical teaching—
1ot o air theif own. Tablean! The rooms were packed,
and the rest-fallen and discomfited protagonist had to
edge his way out as best he could.

Tt was at this time, about 18%7-8, that I lost the
friendship of Ms. and Mrs. Sianett, who had from the very
first treated me with so much courtesy and kindness.
They would neither of them ever consent to listen to my
xplanation of what had occurred.  Incidentally, however,
it showed me that [moither of dhom veally Belitued in
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the latter] you do nat” There are plenty of so-called
Theosophists nowadays, however,—selfstyled * Initia-
tes” (L. P. B never claimed fo be, bt mes, an Initiate)
who protend they do *remember”; but the very
nature of their utterances, so trivial, olfex contemptitle
and even wnintelligent, give the lie to their pretensions.
Qut of their own mouths are they condemned.
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Dancerous HypyoTic PRACTICES.

There was also another souroe of scli-deception - of
some importance i disgnosing Mr. Sioneit's case, He
quotes (p. To4) an article by Lis wife in which she says
that he was a stadent of * the higher aspects of mes-
merism.” She calls bis method the “pure and more
spizitual form " by which * the true Bgo, by the cfiort or
assistunce of ihe mesmerist, Is really cleared of close
comnection with the lower principles,” bul “still, of
course, in close magnetic touch with the operator” I
thie reader will compare this with Mis. Cleather's account
(ante, p. 32} of Mr. Sinmett's abortive attempt to
myprotisc her, n order to ” rolease her sowl,” it will
be clear that he was, at the time be lost dircct touch
with the Master K. H. through bis treacherous. and
dislogal  atlitude towards H. P. B. (in  1884-5),
endeavouring to Tegain it by getting hypnotic control
over suitably sensitive orgenisms. It is well knosm
that women usually make the best subjects, bul the
dangers are in this case far greater. Hence H. P. BUs
anger when she hoard of his attempt on Mrs. Cleather,
wiho was fortunately for hersslf tmeh too positive ;
and it is evident fom Mr. Sinnett’s account that she
also at oncc put a stop to his attempt to make use
of Mrs. Holloway, for he says (p. 61) she was “angsily
jealons * end “ insisted on Mrs. Holloway leaving us and
coming back to the Arandales ” (with whom H. P. B.
was staying). M. Holloway (sow Mis, Langlord), who
is vory indignant 2t what she terms  the falsity of
Mr. " Sinmett’s assertions,” is dealing with them fully
in her book, and is also printing several letters she
received from her own Master, and H. P, Bs, at that
period, T will therfore only quote one other passage
concerning Mis. Holloway, as typical of M. Sinseit's
attitude.
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partigularly indignant conceraing Mrs. Gebhard, who was
an Englishwomza, widow of an Atmy Offcer, and a
Yielong friend.

The real reason for H. P. B's anger at Mr. Siunctt’s
hypnotic practices was that they were sheer Black Magic,
fraught with grave moral and peyehic danger to the
subject. In her Bsoteric Tustructions she cxplains what
appens to the Ego under such control, which vill be
scen o, be quite different from Ms, Sinmett’s deseription.
Under the head of * Colonrs, Sounds, and Forms” in
Instruction. No. I she says:

“ & good clairvoyant, moreover, if he had an oppor-
tunity of seeing a Yogi in the trance state and a mes-
merised subjeat, side by side, would learm an important
lesson in Ocoultiom. He would leam to know the
diffcrence betsveen seli-induced trance ond a hypnotic
state resulting from extrancous influence.

“1n the Yogi, the * principles’ of the lower Quater-
nary disappear entirely. . . . Nothing [visitle] but
hardly perceptible vibrations of the golden-bmed Prina
[Life] principle 2nd 2 violet fame stroaked with gold
rushing upwards from the head, in the region where the
Thisd Eye rests, and culminating i a point. . . .

“On the other hand, in a subject in an artifiially
produced  hypnotic or mesmeric trance, an effect of
ungomscious when not of conscious Black Magic, nnless
produced by  high Adept, the whole set-of the principles
will be prescnt, with the Tligher Manas paralysed, Buddhi
severed from it through that paralysis, 2od the red-
viclet Astra) Body entirely subjected to the Lower
Marios and Kama Rupa (the gicen and Ted animal mon-
sters in ush.”

Observe that, far from the Higher Ego or Soul
(Hligher Manas) being freed from the body, as M.
Sinnett deseribes it is * paralysed ” and the unfortunate
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Tn August 3884, H. P. B, Mis. Holloway, and others,
left London te visit the Gobhards, who had formed -a
lodge at Elberfeld, Germany. Mr. Simmett, who was
aso op the Continent at the time, was Hvited by tele-
gram, and his version s that H. P. B. had “ got into
disgrace with the higher powers, for the Masters sent
communications over her head, without her knowledge,
throngh Mrs. Holloway, whose psychic sondition enabled
them to deal with ber in this way” (p 73). Ho
suggests lhat be wes telegraphed lor broause his
* presence might obviate some risks " due to Madame
Blavaisky being *under bad influences” ; but the real
truth, as T now learn, was that he had expresscd o wish
to come, fhrough bis wife. I might add that Mrs.
Holloway, being @ recognised chels of onc of H. P. Bls
Masters, ond possessing the requisite peychic and other
qualifications, could quite properly be so used, when
dosirable, but certainty not without E. P. B knowledge
and approval. Further, M. Sinnett relatcs that, when
H. P. B. left for Flushing, accompanied by Mss, Holloway
and Rudolph Gebhard (strange she shouhl go with
Mrs. Holloway if she had been used “ over her head " ;
wkich, according to Mr. Sinnett, made her frantically
jealous ), she left her dispatch box behind and Rudelph
Toturned o got it. This provides him with a further
opportunity to insinuatc that the box was full of com-
promising documents, including ** Tibetan envelopes ”
and ather evidences of trickery ; and adds the astounding
aspersion on Mrs. Gebhard that she * exercised heraio
self-contzol in refreining from an examination ” of its
contents—ihe private papers of her own gucst® Bul
perhiaps it is Doless than we can expect of the man who
could himself treat H. P. B. as I have alseady related,
when she was bis guest at,Simla. Mrs. Langford’s
version is of conrse entirely different, and she is
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to serve his nefofions ends. At the begimning of Act I
he is seen calling up her “red-violet Astral Body ” while
et physical body lies in a hypnotic sleep under @ bush
in the Grail's domain, exactly as H., P, B, desoribes above,
He loees it by bis will to assame the form of a beantiful
temptress in his magic garden of fllusion, by -means of
whom he Tures the Grail Knights, wounds their King, and
gots possession of the Sacred Spear.

The temible danger to semsitive and hysterical
women of being subjected to this process by .an unsers-
pulous male hypnotiser cannot be exaggerated ; and men
Iike Sinmett, who have recourse to such - evil practices
in the pursuit of their selfish ends, ate black. magicians
of the worst description, and are a-‘menace to bumanity.
Unfortunately he is by no means a solitary instance,
for, besides Leadbeater's operations with boys, there
have latterly been some deplorable developments invoiv-
ing the perversion and ruin of young girls by selfstyled
“initiates,” whose superior wisdom is considered to
override the accepted moral code, no less. than that of
tre Oveultism. Those who have witnessed Parsifal
will fomember that redemption is effected by the inter-
vention of the true Ege, or Higher Sclf, parsonified in the
“Pure  Fool* (Parsial), who, s the embodiment of
Compassion {** Alay's SELF." ) . piérces the illusion,
resists the tempting' shade, regains the Sacred Spear,
and regencrates the Brotherhood.t

The whale may be taken as a drama of the Theo-
sophical Society, which may Bow be said to be under
the dominion of Klingser, and still awsiting the coming
of its Parsifal who can shatter the vast fabric of psychic
illusion. No lesser being than the next “ Turch-Beater

*Sun Parjid, Lokongrin, and the Legend of the Holy Grait, By
Alice L. Cleather wud Basd Causp.
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subject is left at the mercy of the lower maturc and the
hypuotiser's will! Note further that . P. B. says this
effect muy be produced even by “ unconscious,” as well
as " conscions, Black Mogie” Richord Wagner, who
had considerable Imowledge of mugic, gives an exact and
terrible iMlustration of this process in his symbolical
music-drama, Parsifel. The plastic elemental female
pringiple is there personified in Kundry. Aweke she is
the humble serving messenger of the Grail Brotherhood ;
but, unknown to them, the black magician, Klingsor,
can throw her into 2 hypnotic tramcc and compel her

12 view of (he alsrming sprcad of indiscriminate and igaorunt
pructioss of selfealing by Auto-Saggestion, Christian Science, and.
Eindred branches of Sert Hyymotisw, 1 13 importzst o meation hore
thnt H, P, D. never permitted hee pupils oo emplog them, and that e
zales of Eastern Oconlfiam forbid theft use in any oase for tho
aisciple’s persomd benofit,_Even maxicalseience i bogiantay o pesceive
theiz dager, and tho popalerity of tho Couésyatem huslod Dr. Fratin-
Gau, o French physician. bo utter tho Jollowiag sustming which s in
complese ugement with . P. B’ teacking ¢ * To make o of tle
sabooussious pamers in all cases, even fa those Where (o is Orginic
Jeson, without & kmowlodge o such lesion, mud RGOS Taatiag it by
suitalle therspentic measues, is often cquivalent 1o stabbing 1o e
biack the very pasent whom the_opestor s tryiag tosave. For sato-
Fmggestion 6 3 mizaculous lever which b Cuyged carvatuze i disappear,
ks veuquished twsomaia, has Subjuguled poin, and bua spread
over advancig ruins the beiliaut coak of an optimistic itugin.
tion” This is abiolutely Grue tn Ocoultsm, which buches Hhat the
baman il is wictually omaipotant and can aucomplih saythin if @
ay caa b fonnd to train (6 26d put ic in dotion. HMance e storn
sales for rst pustyiug the wofive and the moral naturs, D, Framu
San procecds - * Then, after the Lapse of & ceriaia time, (59 suasticais
of suggestion oeases tu act [c, the will fort weakeas] and thero 12 3
sadden sad cruel avakening.  Tho hidden ravages bava siatly and
“apidly progressed uader the shidter of this oigonis dimrmament
antil the physician s helpless to stay them, _ This is why psychotbérapy
is 3 danguruns weapon which ca be bandicd sdvaaageauly only by
he physician.” L. P. B. would s2y “ ouly by the trained Comltist,”
s sk Qoes ahove in 16 Quotation from her 1. 5. Jstructions. Seo
Blso ira. Clesthor's secoust of bor visit o De. Mennell ants,
.36
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Qecult Review points ot (Apri, 1023} he quite failed to
appreciate the fact that the eigar-holder she produced
out of her pockel at his suggestion was the most unlikely
thing any woman would have abouther; and H. P, B,
being a Russian, smoked cigaretics without a holder,
That Mr, Sinnett describes himself as specchless at the
inadequacy of the test, only shows his own lack of
intelligence. Turther on (Chap. V) he begins to actuse
H. P. B. of fabricating letters from Masters when their
contents do mot suit his plans; as, for instance, when
e was trying to use Mrs. Holloway as an  interme-
diary” Tn discussing the S. P. R. Report, he now for
the fist time statcs bis belicf that “she sometimes
stooped to simple cheating” and even " cmployed the
Cautombs, husband and wite, as confedsrates in trickery.”
Yet, in the same breath, he declares he s “ absofately
sure that she possessed powers over matter entircly
eclipsing those possessed by ordinary mankind, no
matter how deeply versed in science,” Then he relates
absurd examples of childish trickery in delivering letters
from Masters, such as asking M. Coulomb to drop it
through a crack in the Toof, or someone else to put it in
the parson’s pocket nnobserved ! That these Coulombs
were utterly discredited employees who had to be dis-
chavged for causing serious trouble at the Adyar Head-
quurters, and soid fabricated evidence to the Madras
missionaries, as M., Sinnett has shown in previous writings,
now counts with him for nothing, althongh on page 40
he states his firm befief in the gemmine chatacter of the
celobrated “ Shrine ” which (ss altcred -by M. Coulomb)
fignred so promincntly in the S. P. R. Report as a
triek cupboard with a trap doot behind it.

Atter all this he makes a very lame attempt to
explain the problem by a theory that HL P. B. was apt
to be “carcless” about her body, and Sometimes leit
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of Truth” due in 1975, is lkely to be strong encugh
for such a task in the Black Age. And has mot that
same fatal plasticity of the feminine mature been most
effectively used to achieve its downfall ?

Mr. Sinnett attributes the finoncial rrin that over-
took im in later years to “ the dark powers * plotting
bis downfall, If it was so, surcly thosc powers were
of his own lower natyre—the black magic of hypnotism—
and e had only limsel to thank for his punishment
which could, in fact, be sid seareely to “ft the
crime.”

A striking example of the dangers attendant on this
form of Black Magic was given me by one of the carly
members of the T. S, now deceased, Who was addicted
to the necromantic side of ocrult study. He wished to
asoertain the contents of a cortain occult book in ane of
the secret chambers of the Vatican Library, and tricd
to achieve his object by hypnotising 4 female subjoet
and commanding her to o there, She tald Him that
“4 wall of fire ” barred the way; but ke ordered ber to
g0 through if, whercupon she nttered a Joud shriek and
fell downina fit. He had the fright of his life in restoring
her to mopmal conscionsness,

CHARGES OF FRAUD AKD TRICKERY.
1 come. now to the most unplensant part of my task,
and will deal with it as bricfly as possible. Tt is, us X have
said, a new aspect of Mr: Sinmett's attitude towards
H P. B. in his public writings, and involves kim in 2
tangle of inconsistencies and false reasoning from which
he tries in vain to estricate himself by an untenabls theory
of * multiple personality.”
Even in the very first trifling phenomenon H. P. B.
perforined at his request al Simla, he showed his inability
to form a balanced judgment. As the Editor of the
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A letter from H. . B. horsclf to Mr. Sinmett is
quoted {p. ‘B0) withont any sort of comment, or the
least realisation of ifs application to the fotility and
ubsardity of his own attitade. The following extract
speaks for ttself :

“Of cousse you all who believe ond respect the
Masters eannol. without losing every belief in them tnink
me guilty. Those who feel no discropency o the iden
of filthy Iying nd fraud—even for the good of the cause—
being assaciated with work dome for the Mastats ate
congenilal idiots. e capable of believing that such
pure and holy bands can touch and handle with no semse
of squeamishness such a filthy instrument as 1 am now
teprescnted to be-ware matural borp fools or capable
temselves of working on the principle that * the end
Justifies the means * ... Had [ written men one of those
idiotic and at botéom infamons interpalations now made to
appear in the said lefter; had 1 been guilty onee only
of a deliberate. purposely concocted fraud, especially when
thoss deceived were my best, my truest friends—no
Tove for such @ ome asL At bust but pity or etemal
contempt.”

In the relatian she Leld wath the Masters H. P. B,
could scrrcely have been of a lower oceult stafus than
what i known as an © Accepted Chela,” which. s no
more than she hersell chimed o be The Masters
Themselves called her “Our Brother H. P. B which
cortainly implies @ bightr status  As.ske wrote
to Dr. Hartmann in 188, *the Adepts wonld mever
divalge themsefves fully to anyone, unless one did as T
gid—passed seven and ten years probation and given
proofs "of absclute dovotion, and that De, or ske, would
kecp silent even hefore o prospect and a thrcat of death.
T fulfilled the requirements and am what T am.”  Among
fle qualifications necessary for such-a chela are
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it unguarded, so that an evil entity got in, " who designed
the sham phenomenon to bring discredit on Ler and
possibly to disgust myself” This sort of thing reminds
one of the ridiculous and farfetched explanations that
some of the carlier sciontific sceptis had ‘redourse to
when confronted with Spiritualistic phencmena, many
of which arc mow being proved -genuine under strict
stientific tests. Even the “ bladders and muslin* that
bave figured 5o often'ss on explination of materialisa-
tions, and were also applied to the “ astral apparitions
of the Mahatmes* (5. P. R. Report), have now to give
way before the scientific cvidence of a plastic astral
substance called © Ectoplasm,” which is stated to have
been weighed, photographed, and even amalysed in
certain laboratories.*

*#° Dusing the past twelve months peychit research bas made
tremmeadons—fasuating—sizides” writes Mr. Horace Greea b an
axticle on Sir A. Conan Doyle's Awmerican loctres (New York Timas
Megasins, Speil §). Tho Scieniific Americon bas mot oaly estab-
Eehad 2 specal Psychic Committer of Investigation, b, at the sugges-
+iom of Sir Arthus, has sent its Assoctate Editor M, J, Malcclm Bied
%0 Burop 1o, investigate, And i fat report of Engfish Phenomena.
appeass i the May number, 1 which the ofitor announces ¢ M.
Bicd ill problbily go to Faris fomeet the lcading Fuencl investigators
4 to take part in theissittings.  Also, i the nccsssary arcsngements
s be made, be Wil vistt Munich, whers Willie S., WEo is said fo'Be
#he mogt remarkable mediam yet discovered, has convinoed over ome
fmndred prominént Gemman scisaits of the Objective rality of
Ectoplasm, secording to seports.” Hr, Bird's Exglish 1opart w0 far
shows nothing more than e wsual Spisitnalistic phonomens that ¥
cxperionced ity yoars age, and Which apparcotly stisly men Gk
Couun Dayle and Oliver Lodge ; but in 13,4 H. P. B. geve the true
explanation of Occalt Seenoe, and fhis 2 being more and more con-
firmed by fhe scicatiic rearches in the Continental liboraturics,
on hiclh Mz, Bird's sapasts will be awaited with great inforss.

Jost as thess pages réach me in proof 1 alio reccive the Now
Sork Timas Magasino for Agril 22d, which reports Mr. Bird's relura,
and says be was most fapresscd, by the work of Tritz Grinewald, at
Charlotianinrg, iz accordance with whowe methods the New York
tests aze to bo conduoted.
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called it,3 is far from inopportane and, from that point
of view, explains mnch, This “Back to Blavatsky ”
Movement is becoming a substantial and growing menace
o “ Neo-Theosophy.”"

As Mrs. Langford is mentioned by Mr. Sinnett
several times, under ber then name of Mrs. Holloway,
she will —owing to the delay in the publication of her
book—be able to deal with his incorrect and misicading
statements concemning herself, and situations in which
she played a prominent part, far morc cffectively than
could anyone else.

It Tas, however, been thought advisubl, in these
tircumstanices, to issus my contribution to her book in
advance, in a modificd and curtailed form.  For it will at
once be seen thal much that I wrote, @ year ago, hus a
direct bearing on tle Tumerons malicions and untrue
statements made by Mr. Sinnett about H. P. B, and
serve also fo prove his utter incompetence to pronounce
oven the most superficial judgment on ome whom
fe was inberently incapable of understanding.  Lave,
however, asked Mr. Basil Crump, Barrister-at-Law,
ome of my colleagues in this work, to deal with
Bir. Sinnett’s abominable production in an Addendum.
He knew neither H. P. B. nor her latest traducer persop-
ally, and is consequently better fitted to treat the whale
question from an impartial poiat of view. His long
journalistic and legal training (he was Editor of the
London Law Times for eleven years) have given him,
morcover, the mecessary experionce in forming a
‘balanced judgment of men and things.

This book will, it is hoped, form 2 fitting compenion
volume to my H. P. Blavatshy : Her Life and Work

s Lands of the Thundarboki. Constabla & Co, Lid 1023,
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Jfor Humanity, consisting, s it does, mainly of some
of my own personal experiences with that geeat Soul,
and therefore being complementary to the more generat
and world-wide aspect of her Work. Three of the
illnsteations are taken from photographs which have
tong been in my passession. The fourth is explained in
the text.

Kumaoy Hinhravas ALC
May, 1923,

Note.~Just as these pages o to press, T hear from
Mrs. Langford that her book is now completed, and will
bo in the printer’s hands not later than July

The special importance of Mrs. Langford’s work
Lies in the fact that, owing to Mr. Sinnett’s posthumous
attack on . P. B., she hasfelt it to be her duty to add
documentaty and personal evidence of the greatest
value, which otherwise she wattld flever have given to
the world.
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« (FOMPASSION speaks and saith: Can theve be

Hiss when all thot Hves must suffer? Skalt
thou be saved and hear the whole world cry?* . . .
Thou shalt attain . . . and cross the gate of final
‘Tmowledge But only to wed woe—if thow would’st be
“Tathgata,! follow upon thy predeccssors’ steps, remain
upsdlfish Il the endless end . . . Self-doomed tolive
through futnre Kalpas,! nthenked and unperceived by
men; wedged as 2 stone with countless ofher stones
which form the * Guardian Wall,’ such js ihy fufure . . .
Built by the hands of many Masters of Compassian,
Taised by their tortures, by their blood cemented, it
shiclds mankind, since a1 is man, protectiag it from
further and far greater misery and sorrow.”—The Voioe
of the Silence. By H. P, Blavatsky.

» & title applied 1o every Budda.
»Cyaies of Ages.
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Like the way that led up to the Countess’s first
meeting with H. P, B., my own path to her was strewn
with obstacles, My hushand and I, with our two child.
ren, were living at Hastbourne when H. P, B, came over
o Dagland from Ostend in 1887, having been practically
driven from India in 18850 T bad met Mr. Bertram
Keigntley shortly after joined the Theosophical Society,
and from him received help and encouragement that was
snvaluable—as from an older toa younger member.
He knew my keon desire to mect H. P. B., and kindly
undertack to arrangs it, if possible, while they were at
Maycot, Norwood {2 Landon suburb). But he warned
mo that it might be a dificnlt matéer'ss “ onr old Lady *
was apt to he—well,a little uncertain and capricicus at
times. Tdid not care the proverbial two pins what she
was i these respects, if only she would seo sz, 1had a
profound conviction that I was approaching a crisis in my
inner life, and that everything depend=d upon getting into
touch with her.  See her, therefore, { must and would.

‘We were not well off at this time, 2nd 2 journey from
EBastboyme to London, and back, was Dot casy to
compass. [ had a small swm at “the bottom of a
stocking” put by against a miny day. This 1 uow
determined to use for my little pilgrimage. Indeed, I
£l ke 2 pillrim, to axi unknown goal ; and T set out for
Londen with no small cxcitoment, and very definite high
hopes. A friend bad lent me a zoom for a couple of days,
501 was spared that expense. Maycot wis o smodl villa
accupied at that time by Mrs. Keningale Cook (a well-
kmown. novelist, dzughtor of Mortimer Coltins and nies
of Wilkic Collins) better known to Theosophists by her
maiden nasne, Mabel Collins, a5 the scribe of Light on the
Path.

* . P. Blowsky : Hov Life und Work for Hmeniy, Do. 45, 55, et
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CHAPTER L

First Mecting with H. P. B.

B oppestanity ofierd by my frend M. Taura

TLanglord (whom we 2l knew sowell in the eightios
as * Laura Holloway "} to contribute my recollections
of H. P. B, to her forthcoming book was a very welcome
ane. T hud ulwuys wished fo testify publicly to my
‘feacher's greatness of Soul and her unique and wonderfal
persumality. L say * her,” but onc felt no saggestion of
the ferminine in her, o of the masuline either, for that
matter. Rather an overwhelming reckisation that here
was one of these rare Souls whase grandeur of purpoce
escapes Jrsser mortals, and who are consequently aimost
invasiably misnderstood, and but too often hated.
For of such a poor, mean quality is the stuff compounded
which we call our * selves,” being ignomnt of what our
read“ sebves ” are ; und this H. E. B. come to skow us

When Mis. Langford's request reached me lrom
America. if my present Himalayan home, T kad just been
reading once marc Countess Wacktmristor's Rermniscen-
ces of H. P. Blavatshy and " The Seoret Docirine” We
wero fellow-mombers of H..P. B's foner Group; I
therefore kmew her very well, and she was ever 2 good
irisad. In the prescnt instance, 1cannot do better than
follow her example, and just try to write simply and
clearly of some.of my cxporicnoes with H. P. B. These
are, many of them, never-to-be-forgotten ; but with the
passing ol the years some of the ontlines have becoms
bhurced, und the actual details less olear than they would
Tave been had I written something of what 1 know soon
after she left us.

H
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¥ well remember Mr, Koightley telling me on our
sway uut to Norwood that, in their frequent « arguments,”
she and L. P. B. could be * heard halfway down the
roud “—when the windows were openl We walked
srom West Norwood station and, sure encugh, when we
got within about 2 hundred yards of Mayeot, T hoard
loud and apparently angry voices floating—or rather
ricochetting—towards us down the road. T was rather
aghast, and Mr. Keightloy's mutmared remark that he
was afraid “ the 01d Lady ” was in * one of hor tempers *
was not reassuring, particularly ashe added that she
would probably refuse to see mel She did: Nothing
would induce her to, Toould hear her saying so when
Mr. Keightley went in (leaving me ontside on the door-
step), and rating him soundly for bringing a total stranger
to call at such an inopportane moment. In vain he
veminded her that she herself had made the appointment,
and that T had come up from the country on purpose to
kecp it. No, she was adomaot ; also angry (at least T
thought so then).  So T had to return sadly to London,
and thence to Eastbourne, my * savings ” gone, and my
*Ligh hopes” dashed to the ground. Truly 1 was
greatly upset, as T imagined 1 must be *unworthy.”
All tho same, I by no means abandoned my determina-
tion to see H. P. B. in the end—worthy o unworthy.
Of course T was the latter ; we all were; but we were
all too tragically unconscious of it, and of the real vature
and greatness of the being we so misnnderstood and
‘misjndged

Later in the same year, 1887, 1 at lost attained my
heart's desiro ; and once more Mr. Keightloy was the
Deus ox macking. e obtained an invitation for me to
17, Lansdowne Road, and himsel took me there late one
afternoon.  HL P. B. bad moved inko the West End of
Londen from Maycot, and we had left Eastbourne for
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The Inner Group.

HEN it was scttled that K. . B. and the Lansdowne

Road houschold should move jnta Mrs. Besant's
Bouse in Avenue Rood, T experienced an unaccountable
and carlons sinking of the heart ; a-sense of forcboding,
of impending disaster ; and when the end came, less
than two years later, [ understood the rcason.  More-
over, onoe settled there, things sccmed to change very
much, in spite of E. P. B. being in the house. Her
presence seemed in some subtle way to be withdrawn.
Tooking ‘back, I can sce more clearly fhan was then
possible, thet the real canse for this intangible, * un-
seivable” changein the psyehic atmosphere—the deter-
mining factor—was that it was Mss. Besant’s house,
not H. P. Bs. Mrs. Besant's masterful and somcwhat
intolerant personality gave, asit were, the tone to the
house. In spite of her copversion o the temets of
Theosopby, the ineffaceable stain of Socialism and
Atheism remained. Subsequent evenis have amply
proved the danger to the Theosophical Movement of
these and other elements in Mys. Besant, who was dos-
tinel to become its evil genius)

Alecture hall had been added to hér house (a Jarge
detached one, standing in a garden) for the mectings
of the Blavatsky Lodge, both public and private. It
was also vséd for the meetings of the E. S. T. This
ball was at the sids of the house furthest from H. 2. B.s
quarters, and she did not appear as frequently, mor was

= See 1y H. P. Blavaishy : & Geeat Beayel.
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A trained Ocoultist, like H. P. B., can sec. more
and far deeper than the mers semi-midterial aura visible
to most clairvoyants, with its éver-changing colonss and
thought-images. Such an one sces whether the aum
reveals the presence of @ Sowl. This is seen and kmown,
also by colour—or vibration—but vibfation om a far
higher plane of consciousness than those reachable by
ordinary psychic vision. We commonly take fot granted
that each person must " have " a soul.  Yet our Teachers
tell us in unmistakable terms that such is ot the casc.
“We elbow soulless men and women at every step in
life,” verites HL. P, B. in Isis Uwueiled (IL, p. 360) ; and her
Master tells us that © He who defendeth not the perseouted
and the Kilplass, who giveih nat of his food o the siarving,
oy draeth waier from Kis well forhe tirsty, haik besn
born fa0 soon in hwman shape.” Tis is clear beyond o
shadow of misunderstanding, and explains the nature
of the grief felt by H. P. B.—grief called fotth by pity and
compassion for those lelpless, soulless beings, * bom
00 5001 in human shape,” whom she had that afternoon
seen in their hundreds, in Hyde Patk. Tt was something
entirely zbove and beyond my comprehension; but
it was divine—if cver anything was. ‘1t was Buddha-
like.
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she as acsessible as was the case at Lansdowne Road.
Tailing health had much to say fo this, but before she
became almost entirely confined to hier own Tooms she
would sometimes be present at the Lodgs mestings
On such occasions her presence was both an inspiration
and @ “ terror.” Once, when Mrs. Besent was in the
chair, and a rather lengthy and stupid paper was being
weud, the whole room could hear H. P. B.'s stage whisper
of agonized appeal :— O stop her, Annie—stop her !

To the E. $. meetings H. P. B. rarely, if cver, came
(in person, al [east) ; and, on Lhe formation of the [nner
Group of the E. S, she was scen even less often outside
her own rooms, save in her bath chair, in the garden at
#he back of the house.

The names of the twelve members of the Inner
Group became subsequently so well known that there
can be no indisoretion involved in giving them here.
We wers six men and six women ; of theselatter Countess
Wachtmsister and Mrs. Cooper-Oakley are dead. Both
of them, together with Miss Coopsr and Miss Bmily
Kislingbury, followed Mrs. Besant at the time of the
distuption of the Society in 18945, Too late the Coun-
tess must have realised her mistake, for subsequently
she loit the Suciety, and an intimate friend who saw
her on her deati-bed told an al fricad of mine that the
poor Countess had wept long and bitterly over * the
uin which Mrs. Besant had wronght fo IL P, Bs work.”
No one more loyal and devotéd to H. I B. than Countess
Wachtmeister ever lived, but personal loyalty and devotion
do not, alas! necessorily imply, of confer swisdom.
Ms. Crioper-Oalday, another tireless and devoted worker,
died in Buda Pesth somec years ago. Her sister, Miss
Laura Cooper, marricd Mr. George Mead, who is now
0 well known in London tlrough his magazine aud
Sosisty, The Quest. Miise Kislingbury went back, [am
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«nd spoke of H. P. B. a5 “ a wicked old woman " He
had married the hospital nurse who had pulled him
through u bad illness, before the Avenuo Road colony
was broken wp, Mr. Walter Old also married, and still
works at his astrology—as he has always done—under
the pseudonym of Sepharial. H. P. B. used to call bim
“ the astral tremp,” on account of Lis habit of * roeming
about in his astral body at night,”as ke put it.

There were two more members of the T. G. whose
mames didnot appear, who sere not under the same
strict Rules as we were, and who never attended its
mectings, One of them could net, far the very good
veason that he was a native of India and lived there.
The other was Dy, Wynn Westcott, the emninent Free-
mason and autharity on the Kabala. He too, would
appear to have lost faith and interest, if ane may judge
by the fact that his entire library of ocoult and Theoso-
phicat books was seld, shortly before he left for South
Adrica; 50 T am informed, at least.

The Tuner Group was formed, and held its weekly
meetings at 19, Avenue Road, in 2 room which had been
specially built for it, Icading out of H. P. B.'s bedroom ;
into ft no one but herself and her twclve pupils ever
entered. We had cach our own place, and our own
chair ; and H. P. B. sat with her siz men puplls on her
right, and the six women on her left hand side, in serai-
cireular formation, during our instructions.

Dne rather inferesting incident which octurred
when the interior of the Lecture Hall was being photo-
graphed is porhaps worth mentioning. When the plate
was developed  face appeared at a small upper window,
o transom, partly open, about ten. or twelve feet from
tue ground, where no human being could by any possibi-
Tity have been standing, exoept on a Tadder, and there
were none on the premises. What, oF tather Who could
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told, to the Roman Clurch, whence she came forth to
join H. P. B Whetber she is stifd alive or not T da not
know.

Of Mss. Besant in this comnection little need be
said 1 she belongs to the public, for she has always
appealed unto Cassar. T, who write these brief memories,
was the only worman aut of the six who followed Mr. Judge
in 1895, for the simple reason that we considercd the
conduct of the majority of our number to be a violation
of the E. S. Pledge and of the First Object of the T. S,
T say “we,” hecanse—with Dr. Archibald Keightley
and Mr. Herbert Coryn—we formed a minotity of three
in England who declined to follow Mrs. Besant’s lead.
Of these two, the former is, T believe, still practising in
Tondont He mervied Mrs. Carupbell Ver Planck, so
swell kmowa to Theosophists s * Jaspor Nicmand,” who
died some years ago. No fimer tributes Lo the real
H. P, B. cxist than those from her pen. M. Herbert
Coryn is ut Point Lorma, California, with Mrs. Tingley,
from whose organization the * Universal Brotherhood *)
T resigned in 1890

Of the four men remaining, Mr. Clande Wrightt
had thon been for some time in America with Mr. Judge,
and naturally followed him. The threc wha followed
Mrs. Besant were Messts, Mcad, Old, and Sturdy. The
twn latter took an active part in the preliminarics of the
attack on Mr. Judge, and both soon dropped ot of the
Movement altogether. Mr. Sturdy, when 1 last ran
actoss him, about I904, had become a complete sceptic

BT bave dealt chewhene with her mubacquent ectivities; seo
4 Great Dewapul.

¥ Since this was wiilien T hae hensd (at Dr. Keightley Das 1eft
England, and is now liviag in, or oear, New York,

3347, Wright’s tragic aud untively geath, by drowaing, occorred
canly this year (1a23), at Nicaragua. He was propurily a L of
H. B, B. from his oo valuable data.
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descended immediately to H. P. B. in great displeasure,
telling her to inform us that if #his was our conception of
keeping our newly-taken pledge we had better all resign
at once. We—st least T can speak for myself—were
terribly ashamed, and all with one accord sat down at
once and wrote as good a defence and indignant protest
as i us lay. T do not remember the scqucl, but ccrtainly
one, if not more, af those Iotters wore inserted.

‘This incident was the sed of what lates became the
Pross Burean, Tormed for the express purpose of kecping
truck of suck attacks dnd criticisms on H. P, B, and the
work generally, and of sceing that they were promptly
and suitably dealt with, It became a most successful
institution, and the various Press .Cutting Agencies
provided ample material and saved an enormons amount
of search work. Mrs, Couper-Oukley was in charge of
the burean, and sent vut the cuttings to members most
able to deal with them. I was one of the staff of writers ;
and later, under Mr. Judge, T had entire charge of the
Eucopean Pross Burean, Duing this wark I made a
valuatle collection of cuttings, inchuding all the obituary
‘aotices of H. P. B.

Many a proof did T have of H. I. B's power of
* hearing * and * seeing " at a distance ; thingsmosdly too
prsonal to relatc and ustally comnected with reproof
or instraction.  Countess Wachmmeister beass witness
in her Reminiscences to those same powers in H. P. B,

One duy, not very long before ske moved away from
Lunsdowne Road, Mr. George Mead and T were with ber
in her lite sanctum (the inner drawingroom). The
Voice of the Silence—one of the most wonderhl mys
works of this or any oler time—hed just been published,
and she was looking at one of the first copics. Suddenly
handing it to us (it may have been one each ; T do not
‘remember) she said something to the effect of How did
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known by numbers (the uneven ones), and the Chownes
and myself, and iwo others, since dead (45 is Colonel
Chowne also), roceived the first five single numbers. It
may or may not have been u * coincidence,” but it is &
curious fact that the school numbers of both my boys
{one of whom died comparatively young) were multiples
of the number H, P. B. herself gave me when sbe wrote
out and handed me my E. §. cortificate.

Ote of the clatses of the original E. S. T. Pledge tan
thus =—*T pledge myself fo suppurt bofore the world
the Theosopbical Movement, its leaders and its membors
... .. Not long after the School was formed,
I'made one of a number of the House inmates and workers
at Lansdowne Koad who were gathered together ome
evening in the den of the Scoretary (then Mr. Bertram
Keightley) upstairs; there may have been six or eight
of us. It was late (I was staying the night} and we
were discussing an attack on H. P. B. in the Wesiminster
Gazolts, an evening paper, which had just come in.
[Tt was this pupee which in 1804 published the cleborate
attack based on imformation furnished by Mr. W. R.
Old (@ member of the Inner Growp) against Mr. Judge
and his methods, which led to the distuption of the T. S.
a year later.] Suddenly H. P. B.s bell rang somewhat
vidlently, and Mr. Keightley jumped up with some
somijocular remark and ran downstaits to her oom.
X must confess that it had Dot ccenrred to any of us even
to suggest roplying o this atéack, which, so far as I
tementber, was a scurrilous one.  While Mr. Keightley
was downstairs we just went on with our desultory
talk; alter a few minutes he returned with a very long
face and serions mamper. He said we were under severe
weproof oy the Master, who {unseen, of course) had been
i the room while wo were so light-heartedly discussing
the”biewspaper ettack on our * Outer Head” He bad

2
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we like it 7 or, Whal didwe think of W7 I forget the
cxact words. She was her most serious self. I opened
the fittle book, haphazard, and read ane or two verses,
and the tears started involuntarily to nry eyes, such was
fhe beanty and pathos of the words T had read. 1 focked
up at H. P. B., and was almest certain T saw the glimmer
of a tear in hers ; but she abruptly changed the subject,
and jumped down my throat about something of ather.
As T see it now, it was becanse to allow mere sentimental
cmotionalism to become finked with a theme 100 solemn
und 100 decp for Lears was dangesaus. Too dangerous,
T mean, for us Western people, with our “sensuous
development of brain and nerves” (a5 she onoe wrotz) ;
and unworthy of the exalted nature of the subject-matier
dealt with i the book. Bat I shall always befieve T
it sec tears in her cyes at that moment—always.

Almost ‘the last—in fact it was the vory last—
incident T recoltect of the Lansdowne Road days is, to
me, the most toucking and tragic of all my memores
of H: P. B. It was the day before she left for 29,
Avemne Read, Regent's Park, N.W., and as it was a
lovely warm afternaon the Countess had taken her for
a drive in Hyde Park, in tbe fashionable hour. Never
shall T forget her return from that drive ; Birs. Cooper-
Ozkley and I were in the donble drawing-foom when she
entered, followed by the Countess, in what secmed {o be
ulmost a passion; bt it was 2 passion of gief. Sho
walked wp and dowd the room, Lhe tears streaming
down Ler face, ejaculating from fime to time — Not 2
Soul among them—not owe!” It was a heart-cry of
grisi, a poignant illustration—and sy fitst sight—of that
* helpless pity for the men of Karmic sorrow ” (of which 1
bad only just read in The Voice of the Silence) felt by
those Great Ones who through countloss lives have
warked for the redemption of humanity.
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The sequel was. somewhat startfing. T went up as
susual on Tuussday for our Lodge meeting in good time,
for T was all agog to find out if anything hed happencd,
or if TL P. B. had dismissed the whole thing from her
mind. Again, on my way upstoirs, she called me i,
and announced triumphantly that he had looked in
the. Astral Light, a3 sbe said she would ; and she forth-
with “rcad * it all off 10 me, not only what { had heard,
but wiih all the gups 8lled in as well. The Cowdess
had & very serions fage, when I went on up to her room,
and said :  Yes,” H. . B. had written down the whole
thing that sawe evening (Tuesday), and had sent it. off
at once by a messenger to the * Sinmetts. Early on
Wednesday motning they had both come round and
enquited of the maid who answered the door whether
Thad been there the previous aftcrnoon. Hoaring that
I had, they went off immediately, withont seelng, or
asliing to see, anyone. That scitled 4, in their minds:
1 had of course besn round and “zeported ” (ke &
veritable spy) all T had heard. S0, at Least, it must have
appeared to them ; and from thet day ey practically
struck me off the list of their acquaintances, without even
giving me the opportunity of explaining.

The worst part of itall, to me, was the discovery that
meither of them really believod (6) in the Astral Light
and its properties ; or {3) in H. P. B.'s power to “read "
in it. O, if they believed the former, they clearly
Qoubted the latter. It was @ great shock; for rather,
50 it seemed to me, did they profer to think I had infen-
tiomally made mischiof, proving that they oredited me
with bad breeding and ingratitude—if no worss,

The whole incident was in itself a severe blow to my
belief in human nature and in the value of fricndship.
But I nesded the lesson, for al that time I was far
too aredulous and trustfol, i an onintelligent and
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tat it i3 dificult to know what to select. Mafiy of her
‘popils have written of H. P. B.'s methods of dealing with
them; for instance, Conntess Wachtmeistor sitcs :—
T have 1o doubt now that the difficities I experienced
in getting aceess to Madame Blavatsky, and the delays
thul ocourred befere she came to the point with me,
swere calewlated, end were of the Dature of @ probation,
but 1 had no suspicion of this ai the time.” Exacdy
1wy own ease ; and [ can here give another characteristic
instance of sach dealings.

An index was of coursc required, and was being
prepared for The Secreé Docérine, for which many helpers
were teeded.  Naturally T voluntccred, and was given 2
Durber of page-proofs to deal with, as my shate. I was
quite elated; and felt that now [ was teally going to be
of some use. I gave up hours a day to the werk, and
declined many otherwise most desirable (at thot time
they werc soj engagements. For weeks 1 toiled at. this
new and somewhat. uncongenial task, imagining I swas
acquitting myself quite creditably. I may have been ;
1 never knew. A couple of daps after 1 had sent the
MS. up to Lansdown: Road T wes there mysclf.  H. P. B
called me into her room and, pointing to my not ineonsi-
derable pile of MS. which loy on her desk, she ficked
it contemptucusly with her beautiful forefinger soying
“This is mot in the least what T wented, my dear; it
won't do at all.” Thercupon she tore the sheets across
and flung them into the wasic paper basket. T nicarly
wept ; but she took no furthor motice of me. Later
T discovered that Indexing lsan art, and that [ knew
nothing  whatever abowt it. This Yttle experionce
was, however, extremely good for me at that early
stage

The Blavatsky Lodge meetings wets gencrally kept
up till quite late in the evening, and had it not been
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endiseriminating way ; particalarly where people who had
‘been kind to me were concerned. B, as the Master K. H.
wrote to 3 correspondent (Miss . Arundale, then Hon.
Secretary and Treasurcr of the London Lodge) in the
early eighties - Loarn then tolack ot men below the
surface, and to neither condemn nor trst on appear-
ancs.” (Letters from the Masters of Wisdom, No. xx, p. 62.)
This 1 had at. Ieast to try and lear, even it I could
Tot actually succced indoingso, That splendid imperson-
ality which was, to a pre-eminent degree, H. P. Bs,
is & quality of the Sowd and bard to attain by lesser
beings (for women, indeed, almost impossible }) inhabiting
2 world where—as she wrate of the West—Men think
that their own likes and dislikes of other mea and things
are guiding principles for them to act upon, even when
they do not meke of them the law of thoir lives and
seck to impose them wpon others.”  (Practical Ocoultism,
. 19

Others have written at such length, and with such a
wealth of detail, of the marvels they saw H. P. B. perform
that, even had I anything new to relute on these lines
(which T have not), merely to chronicle such “ signs and
wonders ™ is, as 1 see it, somewhat barren of good and
lasting results. FL P. B. did not come to dazle our
senses with such “ feats.”  She came to show s oursalees ;
our weaknesses, perhaps.  Yes, bt above and heyond
all else, to show us our dmkerond godvlike potendialivis.
And ever she fpsisted that the oaly path thereto was
the practics of Bratherhood, to “live the life” which is—
and has cver been—the sole conditian for becoming one
with the * God within.”

During this period, before the formation of the Eso-
‘teric School and the publication of The Secret Doclrine,
so much was always happeping, So much emerges from
my memory, so many, and sach varied incidents,
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for . P. Bs personal kindness T should olten have
had to lcave catly, in order nat o miss the last train back
to Harrow. She made me stay the night many a time,
and sleep on the bed-<ofe in her sitting-room (the inacr
drawing-room), close to the door leading info her tiny
Dedroom, amd np agrinst one of its walls. How often did
I'ry toremain awake all night, feeling convinced that T
should * sce * much.  But No, whon midnight approached
sleep became imperative, and T always had to snocumb ;
never could I keep mysell awake ufler midnight, and
H. P. B. woud never cxplain why ; though, later, she
told us onge that  Master gues His ‘ rounds’ at mid-
night,” which threw some Hight on the reason of my
cnforced sleep at that Lour. She was then referring to
the students of the newly-formed E.S., who had practi-
cally pledged themselves to Him, and was emplasising the
necessity for all of us to be *in bed and asleep befors
midnight.” Amother thing she once seid, I romerabes,
was that onc hour’s sleep hefore midvight was warth four
after it; owing to some magnetic change which takes
‘place in the earth & midnight swoeps round its surface.
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our 7eal selues, would dopend whethor or ot we were
acoepted as condidates, She told mo later that when
she handed our slgned Pledges to H. P. B. she bad Tooked
very seriously—almost solemnly—at her, and said :—
“Ttis a great trust that you have given mie.”

S0 we waited ; days, even wecks passed, and nothing
oconrred. T had akmost lorgotien what Mys. Chowns
had warned me sight happen, natil, one Toesday night,
(twas Full Moon, T remesnber) 1 had the most wonderful
exporience, save one, that had ever happesied to me.
K kneny T was mysclf, Iying haif asake, half asloep, in my
own room at home. Yot I wes ako in an Egyptien
Temple of extranxdinary grandenr, and going through
things quitc umspeakable and most solemn. This
expericnee bogan soon after 10 e, and almost exactly
25 a ncighbonring ehureh clock struck midnight T lost
consciousness in an overpowering and almost torrible
‘blazc of light, which scemed completely to envelope me,
The next morning I recorded all T could remember in
my diary, and on Thussday went up to Lansdowne Road
as wsual for the Lodge mecting. I was a little eatly,
but B P. B. at work in the inner yoom must have knova
o tad arrived, for she called me in, and furning Tound,
said most serfously : * Master told me last might that you
aro accepted.” Nothing more; but I at once realised
viidly that my experience the previons Tuesday night
bad indecd been my “ testing” Thereupon I related
the whole thing to H. P. B., who enly nodded soveral
times, but made 10 romark whatever abont it.

Mrs. Chowne told me ufterwards that she and her
Tusband had bed similar experiences, adding that only a
few of the fitst applicants were so “ tested ”; -that it
@id not, iu fact, apply generally. Cestwinly I never
heard from anyone olse that they kad been told what
Mis. Chowne told me, Members of the E. S. T. were all
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Formation of the Esoteric School.
ASSING on to the time when the * Esoteric School of
Thcasophy ” was formed in the autumn of 1888,
1 find the name of Mrs. Chowne immediately coming
into my mind ; for shewas intimately bound up with the
crowmstances and  events  attending my  adwission
into (lat body. She and her busband, Colonel Chowne,
wert personal fricnds of H. P. B., who Lad stayed with
them in India, where he was stationed when she was there
{from. '79 to '83) ; and she had no mare loyal or stannch
adberents snd supporters. T had met Mrs. Chowne
when T fist joined the . S, and we became fricnds
immodiatcly. Indeed, T stayed with them more than
once In their Tondon housc after Colonel Chowne
retired from the service.
Tn Lucifer for October, 1888, a notice had appeared
Lo the effect that an " Esotcric Section of the Theosophical
Society ” was to be formed under B P. B., and that
those who wished to join and abide by its Rules shonld
send in their names. Mrs. Clowne and T, also Colonst
Cowse, if T remernber righly, al once responded ; but for
some time we heard nothing.  Then, one day, birs. Chowne.
came down to Harrow Lo see me—I was il at the
time—bringing the T. 5. T. Fledge from IL. P, B. for me
to write ont and sign. She said thatTL P. B. had told
her that, on our sending in our signed Pledges, each onc
would be “tested " (s, “exomined for ftncss”) on
inner plancs, &y the Master. Mrs. Chowne’s exact words
were, “ taken out and tested. ”  Our past lives wonld o
callod np, and upon what was there seen and known of
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only for moals, 1 thought mysclf safe, as it was only
530. Not at all; as I was passing through the hall
on myway up to the Countess's room, Ihcard H, P. B/'s
oice (the. door was slightly ajar) : ' Is that you, Alice,
mydear 2 Hardly waiting for any reply, she continted :
“Come in, come in.” Now [ had been wondering
on my way from the Sinnctt’s cxactly what might happen
if H.P. B, “sonsed” where T had been. So I was
Dot ut all surprised when she turnod round from her dosk
and, in her most winning manner, said :  And where have
peu been, my dear ? 7 Then 1 lmmediately realised that
the fat was indeed in the fire! « To Mrs. Sinnett's
At Home, H. P. B.” I replicd. “Ah! and whom did
yousce there 7 . . . " procceding to put me through
a long inquisitorial process, Had 1 spoken to
Mr. Sinnett ?2— 4kt And what did he say P &
My replies becarme more and more lame and confused ;
but finally, when she actmally asked me if oy stamo had
becn mentioned, 1 placked up conrage. Here at least
1 was sure of my ground, ond, my worldly training
coming to my aid, [ boldly suid “ Yes” but that it
was all too confused for me to be able to recallect elearly
what had been said, and other similar ambiguities. At
#his she foigned to be quite angry, and dismissed me with
“Well, i yon won't tell me, I shall look in the Astral
Light and find out for myself!” T well knew what she
would discover there, and that she would “sce” the
replics to Mr. Sinnett’s remarks which I had failed io
cateh. T rished np to the Countess and tald her what
H. P. B. tad id, but, being in a hurry to catch my
train, I did mor tell her what I had overhcard at the
Sinnett’s “ At Homc.” The Conntess bad only ecold
comiort to ofier me, for she declared that H. P. B. would
eertainly “look,” if she had said so. And we both
kenewr, too, of her power to do what she threstened.
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H. P. B, or i the powers she possessed. Often T used
Yo go to their house i Ladbroke Gardens (London,
W), on Mrs. Sinnett's “ At Home " day—Tuesday—
and take Lansdowne Road on my way back to the
station, en somte for Harrow. On ome accasion T went
to Mrs. Simetts rather eackier than usual. There was
only a sprinkling of pevple present, and 1 was sitting on
2 sort of wide ottoman, wilh some onc elsc dos & dos.
At the moment T was not talking to amyone, but
Mr. Sinnett was holding an animated conversation with the
person behind me. Naturally T could hear nearlyall he
said, but not much of the repliesmade. He was speaking,
with evident feeling, about the futility of H. P. B.
having come to London and started anather Lodge.

I should mention at this point that, when the
Blavatsky Lodge was formed, he issued an ingenionsly
worded notice to the members of his  London ' Lodge,
to the effect that any who wished to join the new Lodge
could leave hisI Quitc half the members, inclnding
myself, prompily leil. How could we hesitate for a
moment hetween T1, P, B, and Mr. Sinnett? The idea
was grotesque, and enly a man completely blinded by
His own colossal egotism could ever have failed toses it.
T can remember well, on the afterncon in question,
that such palpably obvions jealonsy of H. P. B. astonished
me very much; also it seamed to me not « lttle fll-bred
and indisoreet to exhibit it so publicly. It was my
fist lesson in the extraordinary pettiness and narrow-
mindedness of many of thoee who in carly days recoived
cxoeptional and priccless privileges at H. P. Bs
bands.

After 11eit the “ At Home,” T went on to Lansdowne
Road to retarn a book the Gounfess bad lent me, allowing.
myself time to catch the train for Harrow. H. P. B.
was then warking practically from 6 to 6, with breaks
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CHAPTER VI

The Pagsing-oF F°P, B.

FIND that I digressed from my merative at the

time of H. P. BS death, on May 8th, 181, Late
fhat afternoon T received a telegram at Harrow announc-
ing the bare fact, and adding *Come at once.” So my
hushand and T went straight off £0 Avemue Road. There
we found everything quiet and calm, as was the  mortal
<oil * of our heloved Teacher, lying so peacefully in the
snel of light wood destined for the crematory flames.
The impression which stands ont more clearly than any
Gther in my recollections of that sad evening i the
fecling T had tiat H. P. B. had vompletely gone. There
was much talk at the time of her being still there in
spirit, and o forth ; but, for e, it wever seemed o be frte.
Tdid mot venture to suggest such ah idea to my cob-
leagucs ; but it was an absolntcly resl onc, and, at fhis
distance of time, T am more than ever convinced of s
Uth.  Tnfact, the infinence of the Great Lodge, of which
she alone bad been - the reprosentative, was  comgletely
withdzawn, because the Society had definitely failed on
inmer plaries of being and consciousness. 1t only remained
for the esult to work out on the material plane~—as indeed
it very scon did.

Tam well aware that hardly any of my contempor-
ries, now living, will agrec with this view. In fact, the
only ome who ever definitely expressed it fo me wis
Dizs. Chowne,  Meeting her again (she was then living out of
England) in London about the time of the disruptian of
the Socicty in 1895, she expresed Lerself most emphati-
cally on the subject. Do you belicve H. P. B. would
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Lof the things which she had derpomstrated with her
own rganism, were 50 far beyond anylhing then known
o medical stience, that it would have been useless to lay
them before the College of Physicians, of whicl I believe
be was a distingoished member. He told me thot he
Jiad brought one instance before them, but was met with
such hopeless and determined scopticism that ho mever
repeated the attempt.

As 1 have tried to show, in my H.P. Blaoaishy :
Hor Lifs and Wk for Humanity, she was one of the
true Saviours of the race; one of that deatlless band
of Great Ones * whose bands held back the heavy Karma
of the World ”-—who “remain unselfish to the cndless
end.”
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have left us if she could have carried the Movement
through into the fext century * ? she said,—* Not for 2
momentt” And 1 had to confess 1 agreed with her
absalately.

The newspapers were full of H. P. B.at this time,
and some of the obitnary noticos did her & certain measure
of justice, though searcely any showed real understanding
of her and her work. The saddest reading of alt, looking
over them again after the lapse of thirty years, is the
collection of articles written mmediately after her death
by some of her pupils and admiress, Neacly all of the
former sl living have turned away from her ; “ they all
forsook her,” in the literal sense of these words.

H. P. B.s body was cremated at Woking on May
1ith, and Mr. Mesd’s address on thet oceasion was
decply movisg and brautiful, spoken from the heart.
He and T drove across London that evening from Waterloo
Station 10 Avenue Road with the um containing the
ashes—all that remained of her mortal body. I then
recalled that it was we two who had reccived the first
copies of Th Voice of the Silence from our Teacher's
hands, at Lansdowne Road, barely two years earlier,
and shartly befote she it it for Avenue Road.

Oue more incident remains to be told. I broke
down in health about €his time, and went up to London
to consult H. P. B.'s clover physician, Dr.Z. Menncll.
It wis a memorable visit, lasting ncarly two hours (he
kept a roomful of patients waiting while we talked).
Very little was said about my owa health, 5o far as 1
remember, exeept that T had * not a drop of good blood
in my body but would probably live, * by will” tii T
was eighty ! But we talked much of F. P. B. He told
me what an inspiration she had been to him in his medical
worl ; how much she had taught kim ahont the nature
of the body and  its powers—particularly the brain. Some
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THE MASTERS OF WISDOM ON H. P. B.

““Those who do not understand her had better not
1ry to explain her”

« With ocoult matlers she has cverything to do. We
have nat abendoned her. She is nof given over to chelas.
She is our diredt Agent”
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form an impartial opinion of bis attitude towards her at
that critical peviod. Al that she says about kim in
the present remimiscences, and in H. P. Blavatshy :
Her Life and Work for Humanity, should be read and
compared with Mr. Sinnett's statements und my analysis
of them.

On the one hand we have Mrs. Cleather, as a. dovoted
pupil, finding in H. P. B. the onc person in the world
who was able to give her the key to the problems of life
for which she had sought in vuin in philosophy and
religion in the West, and teking Ao interest in poychic
phenomena ; on the other we see Vir. Sinnett, eagerly
interested in phenomena, and treating H. P. B. mercly
as a means of securing information with which he might
startle thc Western world. Which of the two was the
Detter qualified to estimate the Sphink known as FLE. B.
ab her true worth connot be doubted. In everything
Mr. Sinmett hus ever written he has shown bis lack of
understanding, obviously due to his personal limitations ;
but his present book goes far beyond anything be ven-
tured to put in print during bis lifztime, and constitutes
one of the most striking examples of self-revelation I
have come aeross in a faidy long experience on the
Pross and in the Law Courts of England.

Er. Simnett was eighty years of age whon he set
himself to write what he is pleased to call “a plain
trathful natrative ” in onder to comect the *mytho-
logieal conceptions of new adherents,” included in whom
are Mrs. Cleather and her comtemporaries, termed
“blind devotees" becanse they did not hesitate to give
their preference Lo the Master tmind, father than to one
who was not even a pupil, but merely a very fuulty and
rehellions exponent of the few fragients he was permitted
to receive and give out. He dicd in 1ger, and the most
charitable thing one can say i, that in bis dotage he
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A Posthumons attack on H. P. B.

HEN Mr. Sinnett's Ewly Days of Theosophy in
Europe was published by the London House of

the Adyar T. S. at the end of Tga2, I received & letter
from a brother journalist and fcliow-student of thosc
days, in which he said : “ Tt is the mast crisis-provoking
thing that has appearcd for years. They will all have to
take their stand op that. It cannot be explained away,
or dodged, or camonflaged i any way, and I cannot
imagine what tewpted A. B. fo publist it {I can—B. C.]
+-.. It has done more to consolidate ws here than
anything clse: Tt reveals the whole treachery from 1889, and
shows who was behind the scenes in'all that occurred,
[A. B. must have missed this point, which T shall
with fully—B. C]. . . To me it is unspeakable, and
if T had attempted to characierize it T would have gibbered.
So I thought i wiser to take it dispassionetely and draw
infeyences for the pnread:” He is veferring fo the task
of reviewing it for the magasine of his Section, and
his opinion is the more striking in that he occupics a
leading office in the Besant Sotiety. While fecling more
tree than he, having left that body in 185, I trust 1 may
sucoced in being as impertial as is humanly possible
for one who aovepts H. P. Blavatsky’s own account of
herself and her Mission, has the highest regard for her
personal character, and considers that her books contain
teaching and information of nique and inestimable valne,
Mrs. Cleather had two yeafs experience of Mr. Simett,

as a member of bis London Lodge, before H. P. B.
came to London for good in 1887, and thus was able to
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wotked for. The means used is an amomalous body
called the Liberal Catholic Church, with Mr. C. W.
Leadbrater and others a3 its * Bishops " ; and dogmas
Tike the Apostolic Succession are upheld, which H, P. B.
denounced. The mosal chazacter of these “ Bishops ”
is so nototions that T need not sully these memorics by
any but the barest mention. I shall deal more fully,
Iater, and in a scparate publication with this matter?
which constilutes an indelible stain on Mrs. Besant's
Sucicty In recent years.

Some twenty years ago, or more, T came to the
conclusion that . P. Bs passing sounded aiso the
death-knell of the Thepsophical Socicty, as such. But
from a personal and interior point of view, it was even
more tragic. For T am absolutely couvinced (hal,
WHEN H. P. B. LEFT US, THERE WAS NO LONGER
ANY POSSIRILITY OF DIRTCT COMMUNICATION
WITH THE GKEAT LODGE Of MASTERS, except
of cowrse, for indiyidusls who were capable of rising
to Theit plane by interior ellurt and uspiration, 1T this
be not so, why—after her death—do we find Mr. Judge
and Mrs. Besant, apparently unoble to rely on interior
guidance, turning (o snpposed chelas, psychics, and
clairvoyants in their effarts to re-establish communication
with the Masters 7 The answer is plain to anyonc who
as carcfully studicd what the Masters Themsclves Lase
written on the subject. Tn the long letter of tebuke to
Colenel Oleott for his attitode towards H. P. B,, received
during bis voyage to England in 1388, the Master K. H.
writes.i— Sinice 7885, T have not written, or causad to
be writtcn, save through her [H. P. B.'s] agency, dirzct
or remote, a letter or line to anybody: in Europe or
America, not communicated orally with, or though any
third party. . . . With ocouli matiers she has everything

o 1 Gt Byt iy ool
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So we here see that @ cerlain siags of “ PHYSIO-
LOGICAL development " is an essential, and that only
“one like H P. B or the Masters' own personal
chelus~like Damodar—are cupsble of being inter-
‘mediaries for * direct communication”; and Damodar was,
M consequence of bis advanced “ pliysiological develop-
meat,” able to go to the Masters, in Tibet, a year later.
It is perfoetly cleav from these estracts, in short, that
it was only possible for the Masters to communicate
dircet through H. P. B.'s agency, because as Their chosen
Messenger she had been prepared by several years of
training and instruction under Thels direct persomal
guidance and supervision in Tibet, Through her They
could act on Lhis plane ot any distace from her physical
presence.

AL that time it wovld not have been easy, or cven
possitie, for those who found themselves left as leaders
of the Movemeni—both exoteric and esoteric—to foresce
all the ruin and confusion that would {and did) result
from their taking for granted that, because H. P. B.
was always in direct communication with the Masters,
therciare the same would hold good in their case, Lereft
25 they were of her guidance and, above all, of her
frosencs,  Mrs. Bosant and M. Judge were duly appoini-
ed joint Outer Heads of thc E. S. T, by the Inner Council,
«of which I was 2 member (Colanel Olgott never had any
connection with the School) ; and as such felt themselves
botnd, in this high oceult office, to act in the same way
as H. P. B.—as “ intermediaries ' between the students
and the Masters. Mrs. Besant looked to Mr. Judge
(as intermediucy) at fssl. He, in bis tum, presumably
feeling the lack of inspiration since H. P. B.'s deatn,
committed the fatal error of seeking communication
through medinms, psychics, and dlairvoyants, and
giving out theso communications as if thay were zecsived
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to db. We have not abandoned her,” She is ol given
over to chelas. Sk is.onr direct agent.”

Again, in a Yetter—evidemtly to Miss Arundale and
written in 1884—the sume Master wiiles :—"I take the
opportunity, one of the Jast there are, to write to you
directly, to say a few words, For you know, of course,
that once H. P. B.'s awra in the house is exhavsted. yout
can have 0 moye leters from we. " (lalics are mine.)
H. P. B. stayed witk the Arundales in June and July of
that year, when she came over from Pasis on a short
wisit 1o adjust certain troubles in the London Lodge.

But there exists stil stronger, direct, evidence a5 to
this. In a letter to Mrs. Langford (then Mrs. Laura
Holloway, one of the “Two Chelas” who wrote Man)
the Moster K. H. writes in I884. . . . to help the
canse in its present very complicated situation, we who
are forbidden to wse our powers with Eusopeans can act
bt theo’ our chlas ov ome like H. P. B.. . . Where
arw the chelas strang cnough to help us without the aid
of our own powers”? Incidentally it should be clear
enough to anyone with 2 grain of intuition that H. . B
was _something much more than "a chela.” Finally,
H.P. Bs Master Himself writcs in relation to instruo-
tions (for the “ Inber Circle” of the London Lodge}
which, He sas, “ can pass only throngh the hands of
Mr. Sinmett, as hitherto . . . remains the question,
what moans theve are to corvespond even with Mr. Sinnett 3
H. P. B, will not ondertake the sending on and trans-
mission of the letfers ; she has shown her willingness to
self-sacrifice in this dircetion long cnough . . . Damodar
K. M. has the same and even more ynwillingness. ——
[nams of anuther chela] has wol seachad that siage of
physiological develogmend thai cnalles u chela to send-and
seceive letiers. His avolntion has been more upon the
intellectual plasie . . . " ({talics are mine throughout.)
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H.P. B.in 18g0. This wasin consequence of her having
veceived a letter from Mr. Sinnett at that timc, containing
‘some rather impertinent (a3 from Mr. Sinnett to H. P. B.)
statements about this Master, ond again claiming
that he was in direct communication with Him. That
ever since. 1885 al? his alleged * communications * were
received throngh crystal-gazing, medfums, and sensitives
was told me by a member of bis inner cirdle of students
s0 far back as 18g3. (See post p. 54 & seq.)

This sort of tbing may be perfectly satisfactory to
‘those who are able o belicve that the Basters would
employ such agencies ; but it is quite another and, as I
think, hurdly an honest matter to give out information
S0 receivell ® as* disect communications.” Such an
attitude—the possibility of being able to take such a
point of view—shows a complete ignarance of the laws of
Qceultism governing the training of Adepts and the nse
of Their powers ; also of the vital distinetion (so often
drawn by H. P. B.) between the trained seer and the
more or less irresponsible medium or clairvoyant.

1 bad a recent confirmation of the very doubtful
sources of Mr. Sinnelt’s so-called ™ occult  information
irom an knglish professor of an Indian University.
Shortly after Mr. Shnetr’s death in Ig2x, one of the
sensitives whom he was wont to consult told this professor
that on one ocvusion he had given Mr, Siomett some
* message * whick he immediately decided came from (ke
Master K. H.— He was so pathetically pleased, poor old
chap, that I had not the heart to wndeceive kim,'” was the
comment of the medium himsels {

Had it not been for HL P. B,, it is just possible that
T myself might have figared as onc of Mr. Sinnett's
sensitives.” Twas seeing a gand deal of both him and hi
wife, before H. P. B. moved into London from Mayeot ;
und one day Mr. Sinnett suggested that I should allow
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diect by himself. This T neither knew nor realised until
after a Tong and painful experience of the character of
Mss. ‘ingley, his last inspircr, who was clever enough to
persuade him to appoint her kis successor, It was she
herself who told me, personally, that she dictated the
tomons E. §. 7. Circular headed By Masier's Direc-
tion,” and signed by Mr. Judge, deposing Mis. Besant
from her position as joint Outer Head.

Mrs. Besant was then n India engaged, inter alic,
in elaborating the charges against Mz, Judge, under the
dirccrion of the Brahmin who was Ler Jatest adviser end
guide.  Mr. Judge’s circalar was a characteristic Tingley
and anyone familiar with Ler language
and methods (as 1 subsequently boceme) can casily
recognisc it thronghout. Mr. Jndge's style was totally
giferent and quite namistakable. On the other hand
Mrs. Besant was guilty of the very same thing of which
she accused Mr. Tudge—viz; of " giving a misleading
material form to mcssages (rom the Master.”” Equivoca-
tion of this kind was oue of the fandamental causcs of the
catasirophe-which overtook the 1. S. in 1895, Working
“ from within without,” the E. §. T.—the real heart of
the Society—was divided by the separation of the two
“ Quter Heads,” and the disuption of the & 8. followed
as a matter of course.

This evil precedent had been created by Mr. A. P,
Sinnctt during H. P. B.'s lifetime, for he had claimed
independent communication ever since he had enjoyed
the great privilege, hrougk her agency, of the long corres-
pondence with the Master K. H. which formed the
material for The Ocowli World and Escteric  Buddhison.
Mr. Sinnett’s persistence in the claim of the contimuance
of independent, dircot communication with the Master
led to the statement He made to Colonel Oleott which
T have already quoted, and which He reiterated to
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him to make the experiment of frying to * relcase  my
sonl from the body, as T migh then have some interesting
experiences. I thought so, too, although I then knew
nothing of the dungers of such irresponsible practices.
As a young girl 1 had been able to “ turn tables,” and to
mesmerise people ; but T never took auy real interest
in this sort of thing, because the natural bent of my mind
was towards philasophy. However, on teceiving from
Mir. Sinnett the assurance that he would b able to bring
my soul saicly back again, T consented to submit to the
experiment, His method proved to be the usual one.
H asked me to lie down and close my eyes, and then
proceeded to make mesmeric passes. He told me ther
T should soon ™ go off,” and would then become conscions.
on o higher plane.” Aftcr what scomed to be about
and I was beginniag to wonder when “1°"
eleased,” Mr. Sinnett said in a low voice :
“Now you cat’t move your right aom” Naturally
1 did 50 at once, and lifted my forearm, opening my eyes
at the same time to look at him. I have rarely secu
anyone so teken aback; he had cvidently thought
I was “off.” Ho scomed ako quite anmoged by thic
failure of the cxperiment, but said we would try again
another day. We never did, however, dor soon after-
wards H. P. B. moved into London, and I happened to
montion the incident to hor. Sho was really angry,
and absolutely forbade me to permit Mr. Sinmett, or
anyome else, to try such experiments again. Later oa,
of course, I came to learn the extreme danger of sueh
practions, and that in the wrong hands they ate forms
of Black Magic!

1 relate these few incidents, ont of many that could
e cited, In onder to show the very questionable basis

4 Sac Addendun : = Dangerous Hypaotle Tractices.”
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sworld she came to enlighten—and perchance to * save,”
had it not rcjected hor Message.

1 must explain the insertion, here, of  reproduction
of the Diploma which H. I B. insisted on baving specially
drawn, by hand, and presenting.to Colonel Cleather.
She always had the highest regard for him (and, inciden-
tally, rolled him innumerable cigarettes 1) ; while be,
in his turn, never wavered in his aficetion forand belief
in her; in spite of all the slanders Which he had beard
in India about her—though he would hever join the
T.8.

The first time I took him up to Lansdowne Road to
present ki to H. P. B, T shall never fargel how, on
leaving the howse—after 2 wonderful talk—he brought
Bis clenched fist down on the open palm of Iis other
hand with an emphistic bang, ejaculating 1— Well |
Tl take my outh that woman never drank in her life 1
1 shou)d 24d that one of the cracllest and most persistent
of the Simla sanders which he had heard, was that she
“ drank Fke @ fish.”

T give {kis reproduction of the diploma because T
Belicve it to be unique and therefore of interest.
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on which Mr. Sinnett's claim to ** independent commuani-
cation ” rested.  Although be had the inestimable
priviloge of assoclation with H. P. B. in India, and she
had put him in direct commmmication with the Master
K. H,, yet when (his ceased, rather than admit it and be
content to play a subordinate part, he doclined to co-
operate with H. P. B. in England, and resorted to these
methods in a pitifal endeavour to maintain the high
prestige he bad acquired. frosgh her. But his later
writings are quite sufficiont cvidence that the source
of his inspiration Lad long since ceased. Among these
later writings must undoubtedly be incloded what he is
pleased to call “ A note of warning against too submissive
an acceptance  of H. P. B.'s explanation {the trac
Occult one of course] of spiritualistic phenomena,
which he quotcs in his Tnoidents in the Life of Madame
Blavatsky. This “mnotc” he added fo the Edition
dated 1913 (we Chap. viil, p. 140), and for sheor
effrontery, and basclsss assertions dbout her, it would be.
bard to beat.

It may seem that much of the foregoing is in the
nature of a digression, not germane to the subject of
my memorics of H, B. B. My answer is that 1 bave to
denl with those who—with the motable cxoeption of
Mr. Judge—drinking from the wefl of her wisdom ; using
her name, her powers, and gifts, to forward their own
ambitions and desires, yet think it no shame to spurn
““the hand that fed ihem,” and “ deny * the source of
thelr inspiration, In my view, thercfore, amything I
can do in adducing testimony to prove how unfounded,
disloyal, and ungrateful are the claims of such people,
is wall done. For they havo shamefolly misrcprosented
H. P. B. and het teachings; and, inasmuch o3 they
were articulate end conformed to certain conventions,
they have obtained the hearing donicd to her by the
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CHAPTER V.

Causes of Degeneration in the T. S.
[N the spring of 1897 our beloved Teacher contracted 2
very scvere form of infucnza, and on May 8
ber Sowl was relecsed from the safiering body. Ske
was undoubledly “ recalled,” as T sce it now, because
we had all fuiled or ; even wo, her own personal pupils ;
1 do not hesitate to assert it—we could not * watch,
even for one hout.”  We failed, t00, on the most obvious
and elementary point—ike practice of brofherhood, Tor
there were jealonsics and dissensions cven In the T, G.
Tor H. P. B. it must have been heart-breaking. Time
and again had she striven to form an inncr body which
would provide the one and only essential fur the reception
of the esoteric teackings she was commissionied to give
‘out. As she wrote of just such 2 body 2s fke I G.
© Unlass the greatsst harmony reigns among the learners,
1o success is possible”  And we proved quite unable to
provide that one indispensable condition. The E. S. T
came first, then its higher degrees, and finally the L G.
But all was of 0o avail ; the material was bad, and so
the Temple could mot be rearcd; meitber could the
Corner Stone be found.
In the prefce to her first great work, Isis Unveiled,
H. P. B. expressly declures i to be a direct clallenge
4o all forms of ecclesiastical dogmatism, and * cspecially
to the Vatican, . . " Yet, in the face of this, we
find Mrs. Besant proclaiming a new dispensation on
what Is practically a Roman Cathotic basis, and steeting
the whole movement under her control towards Rome,
i.6., the very antithesis of all that H. P. B, tanght and
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it be? The fuce was  distinguished-looking ome, of
an oval sbape; thut of 2 man with 2 moustache and
pointed beard. H. P. B. soon solved the mystery.
Tt was the face of a Mastet known as * Hilarion,” and
she said that while the photographer was still in the
fiall the Master had “ looked in on ” her in her study,
and had told her rather raefully, that he had * just
been caught by the camema.” Lhave a copy of the
photograph, and the face Is perfectly distinct, Little
things of this sort were of common occurrence.





